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This study examines the factors contributing to the attitudes pre-adolescent
African-American males develop regarding drug usage. The sample ofthe study
was composed of 61 pre-adolescent African-American males who were residents of a
public housing complex in Atlanta, Georgia. This is a poor community plagued by
illicit drug activity and related crime that contributes to concerns about the negative
impact this environment has on the lives and attitudes ofyoung African-American
males.
The study was based on the premise that a high level of Afrocentric values
and a positive ethnic identity could be correlated to the presence of healthy drug
attitudes in African-American male youth. This could be particularly significant for
young African-American males because they have historically experienced greater levels
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of drug- related problems. The Afrocentric conceptual framework was utilized to explain
the relationships between the variables in the study.
An exploratory analysis approach was used to analyze data gathered from
the 61 families in the University Homes. A research design that included quantitative
and qualitative components was utilized. Statistical analysis ofthe data was conducted
via descriptive statistics, the Pearson r correlation coefficient, and logistic binary
regression. In addition, a focus group was used to add depth ofunderstanding about the
cultural constructs.
The researcher found no significant relationship between Afrocentric values
and drug attitudes nor ethnic identity and drug attitudes. Spirituality was significantly
correlated with the drug attitudes ofthe 11- and 12-year-olds in the sample. Spirituality,
a component of the independent variable Afrocentric values, explained some
variance in drug attitudes ofthe sample. The qualitative analysis revealed a consistent
sense of ethnic pride and group belonging.
The conclusions drawn from the findings suggest that spirituality is an
Afrocentric value that may contribute to the effectiveness of drug use prevention
programs. The findings from the qualitative research suggest the group belonging
component of ethnic identity may have implications for programs that contribute to the
positive socialization ofyoung African-American male youth. There are also
implications for future research that examines the relationships between Afrocentric
values and the drug attitudes ofthe older pre-adolescents.
AN ANALYSIS OF
THE INFLUENCE OF AFROCENTRIC VALUES AND ETHNIC IDENTITY ON THE
DRUG ATTITUDES OF AFRICAN-AMERICAN MALE YOUTH
A DISSERTATION
SUBMITTED TO THE FACULTY OF CLARK ATLANTA UNIVERSITY
IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR
THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
BY
GREGORY WASHINGTON









LIST OF FIGURES v
LIST OF TABLES iv
CHAPTER
I. INTRODUCTION 1
Statement ofthe Problem 4
Significance ofthe Study 7
Purpose ofthe Study 9
Operational Definitions 9
II. LITERATURE REVIEW 10
Social Problems ofAfrican-American Male Youth 11
Culture and Social Science Research 35
Afrocentric Values and Drug Attitudes 50
Identity and Drug Attitudes 53
Additional Research 64
III. CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 69
The Afrocentric Paradigm 69





TABLE OF CONTENTS CONT.
Ethnic Identity 75
Research Questions 76
IV. METHODOLOGY AND DESIGN 78
Procedures for Sampling and Data Collection 78
Qualitative Research 80
Measurement ofDependent Variable 81







Univariate Data Analysis 95
Bivariate Hypotheses Analyses 120
Multivariate Hypothesis Analysis 124
Qualitative Analysis 127
VI. DISCUSSION AND IMPLICATIONS OF FINDINGS 132
Drug Attitudes 133
Afiocentric Values and Ethnic Identity 135
Predicting Drug Attitudes 136
iii
TABLE OF CONTENTS CONT.
Spirituality and Collectivity 137
Ethnic Identity and Group Belonging 139
Limitations of the Study 140











1. Favorable Attitude Toward Drug Use Scale 96
2. Healthy Attitudes Toward Drug Use 100
3. Collectivity Orientation Level 104
4. Spirituality Orientation 107
5. Afrocentric Values Levels 109
LIST OF TABLES
Table Page
1. Drug Use and Violence Among 1995 High School Seniors 12
2. Young Males 14-24 as a Proportion ofHomicide
Victims and Offenders 14
3. Comparison by Race ofDrug Use and Possession
Arrest, 1991-1995 17
4. Juvenile Drug Offense Case Rates 19
(Cases per 1,000 Juveniles ages 10-17)
5. Demographic Profile of Study Respondents (N=61) 91
6. Socio-Cultural Profile of Respondents 94
7. Dependent Variable (Drug Attitudes) (N=61) 97
8. Dichotomous Dependent Variable (N=61) 99
9. Independent Variable (Afrocentric Values)
Communal Orientation Vignette 1 (N=61) 101
10. Independent Variable (Afrocentric Values)
Communal Orientation Vignette 2 (N=61) 102
11. Independent Variable (Afrocentric Values)
Communal Orientation Vignette 3 (N=61) 103
12. Collectivity Orientation Levels (N=61) 105
13. Independent Variable (Afrocentric Values)
Spiritual Orientation Vignette (N=61) 106
14. Spirituality Orientation Levels (N=61) 108
15a. Ethnic Identity Overall Level (N=61) Ill
vi
15b. Ethnic Identity Overall Level (N=61) 112
15c. Ethnic Identity Overall Level (N=61) 113
15d. Ethnic Identity Overall Level (N=61) 114
16. Overall Ethnic Identity Level (N=61) 115
17. Affirmation and Belonging (N=61) 118
18. Ethnic Identity Achievement (N=61) ! 119
19. Ethnic Behaviors and Practices (N=61) 120
20. Correlations of Afrocentric Values and Ethnic Identity
with Drug Attitudes (N=61) 121
21. Correlations of Collectivity, Spirituality and Ethnic Identity
with Drug Attitudes (N=61) 122
22. Logistic Regression Analysis ofAfrocentric Values
and Ethnic Identity (N=61) 126
23. Logistic Regression Analysis of Spirituality, Collectivity




In the scholarly community, there is a continuing need to identify, qualify, and
quantify the factors that are related to the negative consequences young African-
American males experience as members ofAmerican society (Akbar, 1991; Boykin,
1995; Kunjufu, 1984; Wilson, 1992). This is particularly important due to the
disproportionate occurrence of illicit drug activity in some urban African-American
communities and its disproportionate negative impact on the attitudes and lives ofyoung
African-American males (Caetano & Clark, 1998; Hill, 2000; Wade, 1994). This
occurrence coexists with research findings that suggest comparatively low rates of drug
use by African-American youth may be changing. Young African Americans have
recently been found to be using drugs at greater rates (U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services, 2001). The exploration of cultural factors contributing to the
development of attitudes that influence the avoidance of alcohol and other drug usage is
proposed in this study.
Some ofthese factors are explored in a recent study by the National Center on
Addiction and Substance Abuse (CASA, 2001), which examined the attitudes of 1000
youth regarding substance abuse. Based on the findings of this research, it is estimated
that 14.6 million 12- to 17-year-olds are at moderate or high risk of substance abuse. One
major finding was that parents who establish clear expectations and rules for their teens'
behavior, and monitor that behavior, have teens with substantially lower risk of smoking,
drinking, and using illegal drugs. Regardless ofthe family structure type, the presence of
these "hands-on parents" dramatically lowers the risk of substance abuse below mat of
the average teen. In regard to African-American children, the risk was found to be
greater due in part to the lower percentage ofhands-on parents (CASA, 2001).
In addition, young African-American males could be at greater risk for the
development ofdrug attitudes that threaten their health and that oftheir community due
to a combination of factors in their communities. A significant number of African-
American youth live in poor communities that have a disproportionate number ofhigh-
need groups such as homeless and incarcerated men who have been impacted by
substance abuse, poverty, and crime (Department of Health and Human Services, 2001).
A low socioeconomic level has also been shown to be related to higher alcohol
consumption, higher rates of alcohol-related injuries, and the highest rate ofpsychoactive
drug deaths by some African-American males (Caetano & Clark, 1998). The prevalence
of alcohol and illicit drugs and the associated negative consequences are not just related
to usage.
The prevalence of drug trafficking in African-American communities has
contributed to a culture ofviolence and crime according to statistics that show young
African-American males have the highest violence and victimization rates of all
groups in the United States (U.S. Department of Justice, 1998). In addition, African-
American male youth are much more likely to be incarcerated for long periods oftime for
selling drugs than European-American male youth due to 1996 legislation that was
passed by the United States Congress that counts one gram of crack cocaine as equal to
100 grams ofpowder cocaine (Hill, 2000). Since African Americans are more likely to
use crack cocaine and European Americans more likely to use powder cocaine, African
Americans will get much longer sentences than European Americans. It is these types of
racially discriminatory drug policies that continue to contribute to the disproportionate
number ofAfrican-American male youth in the criminal justice system (Hill, 2000).
Another factor that has been proposed is what has been called cultural alienation
(Ani, 1994; Kambon, 1992; Moore, 1995; Schiele, 2000). This can be described as
alienation from knowledge ofone's cultural worldview. The result appears to be what
Asante (1992) calls cultural decenteredness or the inability to utilize the cultural
information needed to develop a healthy ethnic identity. This cultural information would
include the strengths that are inherent in knowledge African-American elders have
acquired from previous generations contribute to healthy transitions from childhood to
adulthood (Martin & Martin, 1995). This information could be crucial for the healthy
development ofpoor African-American youth.
There is an increasing need for ways to address these factors and for additional
research that examines the relationships between cultural values, ethnic identity, and drug
attitudes in young African-American males. Stevenson (1994) conducted research
involving African-American adolescents that examined racial socialization with
Africentric concepts, as a process from which identity development can be nurtured.
Africentric and the very similar term Afrocentric have at their root a commitment to
viewing and analyzing the world via traditional African values (Asante, 1998). The
Stevenson (1994) findings appear to support the need for more research that explores the
connection between various cultural components and the psychology and perceptions of
African-American children. This study proposes to build on this research and that of
Belgrave et al. (2000) and others that have found that Africentric values and identity are
correlated to the drug attitudes ofAfrican-American youth.
Statement ofProblem
A. The Importance of Culture in the Development African-American Males
Cultural values and norms are rarely incorporated into prevention programs
designed to address the health and development issues ofyoung African-American males
(Ward, 1995). However, social scientists are increasingly more conscious ofthe role mat
culture and the related values play in influencing the psychological processes and
behavioral outcomes of diverse populations (Betancourt & Lopez, 1993; Trickett, Watts,
& Birman, 1993). This is important to avoid what Nobles (1978) refers to as
"transubstantiation." This consciousness is a process wherein the substance ofone
culture is transformed into the substance of another culture and the resulting
"transubstantive error" occurs when the social scientist does not respect the integrity of a
people's culture of origin.
The integration of culture with the issues related to people of color has too
frequently been in the context ofpresumed pathology and defects (Spencer, 1999).
Rarely has the focus been on the strengths and protective factors in these families and
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communities that insulate youth from the covert and overt forces that contribute to the
development of a sense of cultural alienation and spiritual alienation and unhealthy drug
attitudes in African-American youth. The majority of the literature in the area of culture
to date does not reflect the diversity ofthe United States population and additional
research that incorporates people of color is needed. For African Americans, this
diversity includes culturally-centered values that are influenced by an African worldview.
This is proposed to have significant relevance to socializing young African-American
males in a way that nurtures their development (Akbar, 1991; Boykin, 1995; Watts &
Adul-Adil, 1998).
An increasing number ofAfrican-American scholars have been urging African
Americans to adopt an Afrocentric value system (Akbar, 1991; Asante, 1998; Kambon,
1992; Karenga, 1996; Kunjufu, 1985; Nobles, 1978; Schiele, 2000). Afrocentric values
have been promoted as a part of a socialization strategy to move African Americans from
a state of cultural oppression, illness, and economic instability to a state of liberation and
good health. Afrocentric values have been found to influence the development of
unhealthy drug attitudes in young African-American males (Belgrave et al., 1994;
Belgrave et al., 2000). The nurturance ofhealthy drug attitudes in young children is
expected to lead to decisions not to engage drug use as the child ages (Kumpfer, 1989).
This is a new area of empirical work that has shown some promising findings.
B. The Challenge of Identity Development
Ethnic identity is sometimes confused with and considered synonymous with
racial identity in part due to the conceptual ambiguities of such terms as race and
ethnicity (Carter, 1996; Kohatsu & Richardson, 1996). The process whereby children get
a sense oftheir ethnic and racial identity has been defined as ethnic socialization by
Phinney and Rotherman (1987) and racial socialization by Peters (1985). The definitions
are similar except that the Peters (1985) racial socialization definition includes the
challenges of socializing physically and emotionally healthy African-American children
in a society where being African American has negative connotations. Definitions of
ethnic identity have centered on identification with an ethnic group, having a sense of
belonging to that group, and appreciating the group cultural heritage (Phinney, 1990).
This definition appears similar to Helms' (1990) definition ofracial identity, which is
described as a sense of group or collective identity based on one's perception of sharing a
common racial heritage with a particular group. The term race has been identified
primarily as a sociopolitical definition associated with oppression and utilized to ensure
that certain social groups are separated, treated as inferior or superior, and given
differential access to power and other valued resources (Watts, Griffith, & Abdul-Adil,
1999).
For this study the decision has been made to focus on the ethnicity component of
identity and its relationship to the set ofbeliefs, norms, and values associated with a
broad definition of culture. It is acknowledged that the term "race" may overlap with
ethnicity and that the two constructs are important for measurement ofthe ethnic identity
variable in this study.
Marcia (1980,1991) has contributed to the literature on the Eriksonian theory of
psychosocial development in ways mat are related to the notion ofethnic identity
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development. Movement through what is called the "identity crisis" phase emphasizes
the development of a personalized set ofvalues and the clarification of values via parents
and role model expectations. This implies a significant connection between identity
formation and values that has a relevant cultural significance. It is hypothesized that for
many African Americans, the development of a healthy ethnic identity is related to the
concepts ofAfrocentric values that will be explored in this study.
Significance ofStudy
There are several negative consequences ofnot specifically examining the effects
of Afrocentric values and ethnic identity on the drug attitudes ofyoung African-
American males. First, a disproportionate number ofhomeless and incarcerated males
have been impacted by poverty and crime (Department of Health and Human Services,
2001). This violence, crime, and illness is often related to substance abuse and the
prevalence of illegal drugs in the African-American community and contributes to the
high arrest, victimization, and murder rates young African-American males continue to
experience (King, 1997; Taylor, 1995; U.S. Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of
Investigation, 1998; Wade, 1994). These disparities could continue to occur in the
absence ofmore information on the factors that contribute to the development of
unhealthy drug attitudes that influence this behavior.
Second, some scholars have related the absence of Afrocentric socialization with
the disproportionate rate of social problems, such as substance abuse and drug- related
crime, among African-American males (Asante, 1998; Akbar, 1991; Kambon, 1992;
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Karenga, 1996; Nobles, 1984; Oliver, 1989; Schiele, 2000). Studies have suggested that
socialization involving transactions with care providers around ethnic identity, ethnic
pride, and racism awareness may act as a buffer against negative messages. They have
been found to be related to healthy outcomes and pro-social attitudes (Bowman and
Howard, 1985; Phinney, 1992; Spencer, 1984; Stevenson, 1994). Failure to incorporate
these findings into practice and education program designs could result in the
continuation of social work practice and policy decisions that are only partially effective.
Third, the absence ofresearch on these issues in social work literature might
contribute to a lack of diversity in the curriculum of schools of social work. The addition
ofresearch with this focus might enhance the conceptual understanding ofthe
development ofdrug attitudes in young African-American males. This research may add
to the database of information that is considered when decisions are made about funding
for educational and clinical programs for African-American male youth.
In conclusion, without a greater understanding ofwhat are appropriate and,
therefore, potentially effective practice and policy recommendations, young African-
American male children might continue to disproportionately experience violence, crime,
arrests, incarceration, and illnesses related to substance abuse. As a result, African-
American males might continue to be inconsistently available as emotional, mental,
physical, and financial resources for their families.
Purpose ofthe Study
The purpose ofthe proposed study is to examine the relationships between
Afrocentric values, ethnic identity, and drug attitudes in young African-American males.
This study seeks to examine the collective, relative, and separate relationships between
Afrocentric values, ethnic identity, and drug attitudes, in African-American male youth
between the ages of9 and 12.
Operational Definitions
The operational definitions of the variables are defined as follows. Drug attitudes
are operationalized as the extent to which participants indicate using drugs is wrong.
Afrocentric values are treated as an independent variable mat has two components,
collectivity and spirituality. Collectivity is sincerely liking to be around other people and
doing activities with other people better than those he can do by himself. Spirituality is
acknowledgement of a nonmaterial force/higher power that is present in all affairs.
Ethnic identity is defined according to the following three criteria: participants expressed
interest in spending time learning about ones ethnic/racial history, traditions, and
customs; participants expressed happiness to be part of a group or race; and participants
involvement in cultural practices of their own ethnic group/race.
CHAPTER II
LITERATURE REVIEW
The focus ofthis chapter is to present the results ofthe literature review that
examined empirical and theoretical papers that provide a context for the specific areas
relevant to this study. This context is provided on the micro, mezzo, and macro levels.
For example, although drug use patterns ofyoung African-American males is not being
measured in this study, the historical and present contextual factors that contribute to
African-American male youth being impacted by and at risk for drug use and abuse are
detailed. This information is important because this study's results have implications for
the drug use and abuse potential ofyoung African-American males. The scope and
characteristics ofthe young African-American male's drug-related social problems are
also provided in order to clarify the environmental context. In addition, culture,
oppression and social science research and its various components and usages are
discussed via this literature review as part ofthis effort to identify and clarify the
complex issues related to the cultural variables that are proposed to be associated with the
drug attitudes of young African-American males. This literature review includes the
conceptual and cultural frameworks mat are considered healthy and unhealthy for
African-American male youth.
Specifically, the strategy ofthis systematic literature review is to provide context
for this study that looks at the relationships between the variables Afrocentric values,
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ethnic identity, and drug attitudes by reviewing the broad issues first and proceeding to
the specific studies mat have examined these variables in this population. Throughout the
review, the Afrocentric paradigm is given particular attention as a culturally-centered
framework in the literature that explains the relationships between Afrocentric values
(collectivity and spirituality), ethnic identity, and drug attitudes ofyoung African-
American males. The literature reviewed includes various aspects ofmeasuring the
relationships between these variables and the methods used to empirically study these
variables.
The five major areas reviewed include:
A. Social Problems of African-American Male Youth
B. Social Science Research and Culture
C. Afrocentric Values and Drug Attitudes
D. Identity and Drug Attitudes
E. Additional Research
A. Social Problems ofAfrican-American Male Youth
This section explores what has been proposed as theoretical and historical ideas
that explain and present possible solutions for two of the most salient social problems that
impact African-American male youth in the United States ofAmerica: youth violence
and substance abuse. A national report by the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
examined youth violence and substance abuse among high school seniors, found them to
be related (Synder & Sickmund, 1999). Those youths that used drugs had experienced
higher levels of violence than those that had not used drugs (Table 1).
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Youth violence and substance abuse are two interrelated social and public health
problems that have disproportionately had negative impacts on African-American male
youth (Hill, 2000; Lowry et al., 1995; Webber, 1997; Zimmerman & Maton, 1992).
Introductions to some ofthe themes ofthe Afrocentric paradigm as they are related to
these problems are also provided.
Table 1
Drug Use and Violence Among 1995 High School Seniors
Usage Injured by a Threatened with Threatened without a
weapon a weapon weapon
More use of drugs other than
marijuana
Marijuana and some other
drugs
Marijuana use only













Note. From Snyder, H. and Sickmund, M. Juvenile Offenders and Victims: 1999 National Report,
Washington, D.C.: Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, 1999.
1. Youth Violence
The phenomenon ofyouth violence in the United States ofAmerica includes a
range of crimes that American youth have witnessed and been involved in as victims.
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This is especially true for African-American youth as 70% ofthem have reported
witnessing a shooting, stabbing, robbery, or assault (Shakoor & Chalmers, 1991). The
youth that experience aggression in the form of violence may be at risk of negative life
experiences including but not limited to the physical expressions ofthoughts, beliefs, and
emotions in a violent manner (Coie & Dodge, 1996).
In 1997, the National Center for Health Statistics listed homicide as the third
leading cause of death for children ages 5 to 14 and African-American youth were found
to be five times more likely to be homicide victims than European-American youth
(Synder & Sickmund, 1999). During the 1990s, young men in general and young
African-American men in particular were more likely than any other group in the United
States to be the victims ofmurder (Table 2).
In 1994, African-American males between the ages of 14 and 24 constituted 1%
ofthe United States population but that year they represented 31% of all homicide
offenders (U.S. Department of Justice, 1988). In 1997, compared with youth under age
12, older youth were 26% more likely to be male and 14% more likely to be African
American (Synder & Sickmund, 1999).
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Table 2
Young Males 14-24 as a Proportion ofHomicide Victims and Offenders
Year African-American European-American
Offenders Victims Offenders Victims
1980 "18% 9% 18% 10%
1985 6% 9% 17% 9%
1990 26% 15% 17% 10%
1995 30% 16% 19% 11%
2000 28% 15% 18% 10%
Note. African-American youth between 14 and 24 as a proportion ofU.S. population between
1980 and 2000 averaged approximately 1%. European-American youth between 14 and 24 as a
proportion ofU.S. population between 1980 and 2000 averaged approximately 8%. From FBI,
Supplementary Homicide Reports, 1976-2000. Washington, DC: FBI.
2. Substance Abuse
Substance abuse is frequently related to the youth violence that is experienced by
young African-American males. The disproportionate frequency of illicit drug activity in
some African-American urban communities is often accompanied by the youth violence
that has a disproportionate negative impact on young African-American male youth
(Caetano & Clark, 1998; Hill, 2000; Wade, 1994). From 2000 to 2001, the percentage of
12- to 13-year-old youth that were current users of illicit drugs increased from 3.0% to
3.8% and among 12- to 17-year-old youth it increased from 9.7% to 10.8% (U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services, 2001). Although prior research has shown
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that African-American youth were in many instances less likely or no more likely to be
past, present, or heavy users of illicit drags than European-American youth, recent
research findings indicated young African-Americans between the ages of twelve and
seventeen were using illicit drags at a rate of9.1% in 2001 as compared to 8.4% in 2000
(Wallace & Bachman, 1991; Wallace, Bachman, O'Malley & Johnston, 1995;
Department of Health and Human Services, 2000). The increases are important for at
least two reasons.
First, although African-American youth drag use has been shown to be low until
age twelve, drag use sharply increases in the middle of adolescence for all youth,
particularly males (Chipungu et al., 2000). Secondly, African Americans irrespective of
age have been found to experience greater levels of drag-related problems than European
Americans (Herd, 1994). It is theorized that young African Americans in general and
young African-American males in particular may be at greater risk of substance abuse
than their European American counterparts due to being hindered in society by the
constant bombardment ofwhat Pierce (1970) categorized as "microaggressions."
Microaggressions are defined as subtle insults (verbal/nonverbal, visual, or both) directed
toward people of color, frequently automatically or unconsciously (Pierce, 1970). In
addition Pierce (1974), a psychiatrist, has indicated that the nature of life in poor urban
African-American communities is often characterized by "extreme mundane stress," a
situation that can be constant for African-American youth. Within these youth a
condition of "status dislocation" is theorized to result. The persistent long-term exposure
to the poor, stressful urban African-American community experience is suggested to
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condition those exposed to utilize legal and illicit drugs as a mechanism for escape
(Pierce, 1974). Along with this higher risk potential and the alarming finding of
increased drug usage among African-American youth is the persistent disproportionate
rates of incarceration for young African-American male youth.
3. Incarceration
African Americans are arrested more often than European Americans for drug-
related charges and when they are arrested, it is frequently found that African Americans
are convicted more often ofthe crime and receive harsher penalties than their European
American counterparts (Barnes & Kingsnorth, 1996; Free, 1997; Mauer, 1997).
Nationally, research shows that while African Americans represented 13% ofthe drug
users in 1995, they accounted for 35% ofthe arrests for drug possession, 55% of those
later convicted, and 74% of all drug-related prison sentences (Mauer & Huling, 1995).
As shown in Table 3, when drug use and arrest rates in Georgia for African Americans
are compared with those for European Americans, the arrest rates are disproportionate to
the proposed drug use rates (Department of Health and Human Services, 2001; Georgia
Bureau of Investigation, 2003).
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Table 3







































on Drug Abuse; URL: http://www.State.GA.US
Robbery, rape, aggravated assault, and homicide are included as crimes frequently
committed by youth as young as 9 years of age. During the early 1990s, there was a
dramatic increase in arrests related to youth violent crime (U.S. Bureau of the Census,
1998). While the latter part ofthe decade saw decreases in overall levels of youth crime,
young African-American males continued to show high arrest and victimization rates
(U.S. Bureau ofthe Census, 1998; Synder & Sickmund, 1999).
Analysis ofthe rate ofyoung African-American male incarceration has led some
to believe that it represents a condition that is a social problem of epidemic proportions
(Hill, 2000; Schiele, 2000; Wilson, 1996). As Table 4 shows, African-American youth
drug offense cases continue to be disproportionate relative to the African-American
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juvenile's percentage ofthe largerjuvenile population. In 1996, African-American youth
ages ten to seventeen comprised only 15% ofthe United States juvenile population, yet
they accounted for 30% of all youth referred to juvenile court for delinquency and are
more likely than white youth arrested for the same offense to be incarcerated (Hill, 2000;
Snyder & Sickmund, 1999).
In Texas, while minorities are 50% ofthe youth population, they account for 65%
ofjuveniles in secure detention, 80% ofjuveniles in secure corrections, and 100% of
juveniles in adult jails (Kreisher, 2000). The state of Georgia has experienced a 200%
increase in youth arrests for non-serious crimes (Georgia ofHomes and Services for
Children, 2000). Nationally, juvenile cases waived to criminal court increased by 71%
between 1985 and 1994 (Kreisher, 2000). While they comprised 32% ofthe United
States population, in public detention facilities minority youth represented 68% ofthe
youth. They were also 68% ofyouth committed to secure facilities, with 43% being
African American (Community Research Associates, Inc., 1997).
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Table 4
Juvenile Drug Offense Case Rates





















Note. From Snyder, H. and Sickmund, M. Juvenile Offenders and Victims: 1999 National Report,
Washington, DC: Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, 1999.
4. Predisposing Factors
Some scholars who have analyzed cultural phenomenon, particularly as it relates
to people ofAfrican descent, have theorized that there are culturally-related factors that
may directly or indirectly place young African-American males at risk of involvement in
violence and other substance abuse-related activities. For example, Schiele (2000)
comprehensively explores the Afrocentric paradigm and distinguishes three themes that
could be helpful in explaining youth violence and other substance abuse-related activities
in the context of the Afrocentric paradigm. Nobles (1984), defines a paradigm as a
perceptual, cognitive, and affective formalized framework that is a singular screen
through which all understanding is filtered. The three themes that will be utilized in
examining youth violence and substance abuse are political economic oppression,
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spiritual alienation, and cultural misorientation. They are explored in the next sections in
the context ofan Afrocentric paradigm—in other words, an African-centered values
framework of understanding.
a. Political Economic Oppression
The political economic oppression theme is discussed in terms of its relevancy for
African-American male youth and African-American men. It is proposed that the
interrelated effects ofpolitical economic oppression are broad and multidimensional in
nature. The definition ofpolitical economic oppression incorporates institutional
impediments controlled by governmental and covert governmental entities that are used
to ensure the unequal distribution ofresources to a large segment of society (Schiele,
2000). Political economic oppression is further defined as including orchestrated
strategies for ensuring that large segments of a society, in this case the United States of
America, maintains a certain degree of loyalty to the power elite. Oppression has been
conceptualized as both a process and a state (Watts, Griffith, & Adul-Adil, 1999). The
facilitation of conditions that significantly contribute to self-destructive behaviors of a
targeted population is indeed an essential component ofthis conceptualization of a
process ofpolitical economic oppression. The correlation of certain persistent unhealthy
environmental conditions in African-American communities has been theorized to
provide support for institutionalized impediments that facilitate the state ofpolitical
economic oppression. The following historical infiltration ofAfrican-American
communities by alcohol and illicit drug dealers has contributed to a state ofpolitical
economic oppression in these communities.
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(1) Alcohol and Heroin
The migration ofAfrican Americans from the southern United States to the
northern states was fueled by opportunities to escape oppressive share cropping and other
"Jim Crow" conditions that followed the end to the formalized institution of slavery
(James & Johnson, 1996). These new employment opportunities also correlated with
new and different types ofAfrican-American communities, which were now urban and
included a milieu where social activities took place in taverns and clubs. Increasingly
during the 1920s, African American taverns, clubs, and stores were utilized to sell
alcohol that was men illegal due to the era ofprohibition, and African Americans became
a prime target for the illegal alcohol sales ofEuropean-American liquor traders. This is a
marketing strategy that was expanded in the 1930s and 1940s and built upon for the
distribution ofheroin, the use ofwhich reached epidemic proportions (James & Johnson,
1996). Generations ofAfrican-American youth that populated urban areas in New York
City, Philadelphia, Chicago, and Los Angles were victimized by heroin addiction in the
1940s, 1950s, 1960s and 1970s.
(2) Institutional Drug Distribution
The marketing of illicit drugs to the urban African-American communities is an
example of institutionalized impediments indicative ofpolitical economic oppression.
Organized crime syndicates that specialized in drug marketing and distribution
developed institutions in the 1950s and 1960s mat are still being refined today. It is these
institutions that are argued to have been partially responsible for impacting the health and
stability ofthe African-American community in ways that undercut any political or
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economic gains made as the civil rights movement affected United States society (James
& Johnson, 1996; Lusane, 1991; ScMele, 2000). It is theorized that the African-
American moderate and radical civil rights leaders who envisioned the threat to the
African-American people as external oppression, racism, and violence were not prepared
for the internal nature ofthe threat drug infiltration posed to their communities.
Consequently, the heroin epidemic ofthe 1970s descended upon the African-American
communities unabated by the timely mobilization of warnings and resources by national
and regional African-American political and religious leadership.
Some have argued that the United States governmental entities have directly and
indirectly nurtured the criminal drug distribution mechanisms that allowed the various
drug epidemics to flourish (Lusane, 1991). These theorists point to the increase of illicit
drugs in the United States inner cities following the civil unrest ofthe 1960s as evidenced
by the heroin epidemic ofthe 1970s. The apparent change to the initial mission
statements ofAfrican-American youth and young adult gangs such as the CRIPS in Los
Angeles and the Blackstone Rangers ofChicago is also proposed to have been
orchestrated by municipal, state, and federal governmental entities. The argument
includes information about the infiltration by governmental entities of such organizations,
which during their initial developmental stages professed to have significant political and
economic agendas for addressing changes in the power elite structure and the
redistribution of societal resources to the African-American urban communities
(Henderson, 1997; Lusane, 1991). The African-American male youth and adults that
comprised these organizations were supposedly targeted via at least three strategies:
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removal of leaders, luring leaders into illicit drug trade, and instigation of conflict
between organizations (Henderson, 1997; Lusane, 1991; O'Reilly, 1989). The present
significant involvement ofAfrican-American youth gangs in the crack cocaine drug trade
is pointed to as an example of the continued effectiveness ofthese institutionalized
impediments.
(3) Cocaine
The devastating impact ofthe crack cocaine epidemic that began in the 1980s is
still being experienced in the inner-city African-American communities ofthe United
States. Cocaine usage during the 1970s was primarily practiced via the high-cost
"powder" form, which contributed to its limited use among African Americans. The
transformation to the more affordable "crack" cocaine began with a smoke-able form of
cocaine being available as "free base," a mix ofbaking soda and cocaine heated. This
transformation also dramatically intensified the euphoric high of cocaine and its capacity
to addict the user (James & Johnson, 1996). As product refinement was addressed by the
illicit drug production industry in a fashion that appears similar to other United States
capitalistic industries, crack cocaine appeared in African-American urban communities
and was immediately a big hit. This small hard rock form ofcocaine needed no
processing by the user, could be smoked in an inexpensive glass stem, metal part, or pipe,
and was cheaper. In California, crack cocaine reportedly is available for as little as five
dollars and reportedly one dollar in New York (Nobles & Goddard, 1989). It reportedly
provided one ofthe most intense euphoric highs and depressive lows known to mankind,
and African Americans in these communities—particularly African-American males—
24
were quickly affected as drug addicts, crime victims, or drug dealers (James & Johnson,
1996). In a matter of months, the user experienced the type offinancial, emotional, and
spiritual loss that alcoholism produces in years. All other drug trafficking in the 1980s
and 1990s was quickly eclipsed by crack cocaine (Nobles & Goodard, 1989). One ofthe
most reliable, non-politically affected sources for inner-city addition is thought to be the
Drug Use Forecasting (DUF) reports ofthe United States Department of Justice. These
reports, based on quarterly urinalyses in county jails across twenty-three United States
cities, have revealed a steady increase in cocaine use since 1985 (James & Johnson,
1996). DUF reports revealed positive urinalysis tests for cocaine in 1988 for males at
rates of74% in New York City, 64% in Miami, and 60% in Los Angeles (U.S.
Department ofJustice, 1990).
(4) Poverty
Political economic oppression focuses on the institutionalized characteristics that
create a condition of inequity (Schiele, 2000; Watts, Griffith, & Abdul-Adil, 1999). As a
manifestation ofpolitical economic oppression, poverty is a significant predictor of
African-American male youth being involved in drug-related crime and consequently
overly-represented in juvenile and adult incarceration systems (Schiele, 2000). Since the
1970s, children have increasingly become the poorest Americans, and African-American
children are the poorest ofthe poor. For example, in the early 1990s, ofthe
approximately 19% of children in poverty, approximately 43.2% were African American
(Iatridis, 1994).
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Some researchers have found poverty to be the strongest predictor of youth
violence (Centerwall, 1984; Hill, etal., 1994; Sampson, 1993). Consequently, since
African-American children are among the poorest citizens, violence related to young
African-American males was prevalent in the 1980s and 1990s (King, 1997; O'Donnell,
1995; Schiele, 2000; Wilson, 1992). It has been theorized that the prevalence ofpoverty
in African-American communities—in addition to drug distribution, its related crime, and
drug sentencing policies—are tools used to ensure the oppressed are effectively contained
and the European-American hegemony is protected (Hall, 1997; Schiele, 2000). It is
suggested that this is part ofan overall strategy to ensure that the African-American male
be neutralized as one ofthe largest threats to the power elite. The presence ofpoverty in
the African-American community is utilized as a mechanism for further oppression
through marginalization, despair, frustration, and hopelessness. These outcomes may
effectively remove disenfranchised African-American males from positions that allow
them to politically organize, utilize coping strategies, and otherwise change their
oppressive situation (Hall, 1997; Schiele, 2000).
Decades ofoppression may be associated with many African-American male
youth being economically marginalized. Unemployment is reportedly one ofthe most
significant ways in which political economic oppression is experienced (Schiele, 2000),
and African-American male youth are consistently among the groups with the highest
unemployment rates (Wilson, 1996). It has been found that poverty and unemployment
are related to higher alcohol consumption (Caetano & Clark, 1998). This is particularly
relevant to African-American males being marginalized because African-American men
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are disproportionately unemployed, poor, and heavy alcohol consumers (Caetano &
Clark, 1998). This neutralizing ofthe African-American male is supported by findings
that indicate poor African American men have the highest rates ofpsychoactive drug-
related deaths (Kalian, 1998). These negative consequences for African-American men
contribute to African-American male youth being without nurturing and productive male
role models. When these factors are combined with chronically ineffective public
education systems, many youth analyze their situation as one that presents few
mainstream economic opportunities.
(5) African-American Male Youth and Education
The African-American male high school dropout rate is estimated to be as high as
60% in some urban areas (Smitherman & Watson, 1996). This is a particularly
significant statistic considering the advent of high technology and the de-industrialization
ofAmerica. When these male youth are in school, they are disproportionately suspended,
expelled, and labeled troubled students. This has led some educators to use the term
"forced out" instead of "dropped out" (Smitherman & Watson, 1996).
Many schools do not have the ability to help African-American children develop
the cognitive, linguistic, and other educational- and job-related skills that are needed in
the mainstream economy. As a national consultant to school districts, Jwanza Kunjufu
has studied what he calls a "Fourth Grade Failure Syndrome" (Kunjufu, 1989). Upon
entering school in primary grades, he has observed African-American children exhibiting
enthusiasm and eager interest However, by the fifth grade the liveliness and interest are
gone, apathy and passivity in their place. Kunjufu (1989) suggests that as young African-
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American males become larger and are no longer "cute," they increasingly are seen as
aggressive, hostile, and disciplinary problems. Female teachers can no longer discipline
these boys with their intimidating height, and disproportionately these boys are diagnosed
as having oppositional defiant or conduct disorders. As teachers are frequently frustrated
and ineffective, they lower their expectations and children respond accordingly (Kunjufu,
1989). In the later years, research on educational attainment in the inner-city schools
shows that less than half ofhigh school freshmen graduate. Less than half ofthese youth
read at the high school junior level (Wilson, 1987).
(6) Unemployment and the Disappearance of Role Models
The ineffectiveness ofthe education system to address the job skills needs of
many inner-city African-American male youth contributes to the poverty in these
communities. It is not uncommon for unemployment rates in urban areas to reach 60%
for African-American males (Watson & Smitherman, 1996). This was not the case in the
1930s and 1940s, when African-American male youth were employed in great numbers
in the factory industrial centers ofthe urban areas (Watson & Smitherman, 1996). Today
the economy ofthe United States ofAmerica is based much less on factory
industrialization and more on high technology-based industries that require specialized
skills. These jobs require technical skills that are difficult for African-American youth
who did not successfully navigate the primary and secondary levels ofthe educational
system to attain. Even with technical skills, the economic divide is so severe that
African-American males with a college degree are three times more likely to be
unemployed than white males with comparable degrees (Watson & Smitherman, 1996).
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Consequently, there are fewer economically-viable or gainfully employed African-
American male role models available in poor communities.
Many ofthese unemployed men may not be emotionally available for youth due
to resulting frustration, discouragement, hopelessness, and despair. Some researchers and
theorists suggest the basic human needs for intimacy may be seriously threatened by this
isolation (Bowman, 1989). Pre-adolescent African-American males in poor communities
are at special risk because developmentally they are becoming more interested and
involved with male peers and adults (Cole & Cole, 1993). The availability ofpositive
males is too often lacking in oppressed communities, where the pre-adolescent African-
American male is attempting to create an identity for himselfas he observes African-
American men in his family, community, on television, in the movies, and in his music.
Understanding and nurturing leadership becomes increasingly important for these youth
in poor communities, where poverty, hopelessness, violence, and crime are daily realities
that exacerbate developmental challenges (Wilson, 1978; Rodney, 1999). According to
Erickson (1968) per his stages ofpsychosocial development, by about puberty a child
enters the stage where the challenge is industry-versus-inferiority (Cole & Cole, 1993).
hi this stage, the need is not just for competence, but importantly, a sense of mastery, hi
adolescence, the developmental challenge becomes identity-versus-role-confusion as
through adolescence the child contends with the question, "Who am I?" Later, the young
adult begins to struggle with love and meets the challenge of intimacy-versus-isolation,
and the mature adult faces generativity-versus-stagnation (Erickson, 1968). The African-
American male in poor communities is at risk ofhaving problems in identity
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development due in large part to his economically disadvantaged status (Spencer, 1990).
Assisting in the successful resolution ofthese challenges at the early stages of
development is the most optimal point of intervention. It is harder to meet the challenges
of the later stages unless the earlier ones have been resolved successfully (Erickson,
1968).
The pre-adolescent in America's poor inner-city communities has fewer examples
ofmiddle-class and working-class family life to influence his social development due in
part to the exodus ofthese families and the resulting positive African-American male role
model void. In addition to drug related activities, and in many instances because of it,
these communities have experienced a migration ofmany middle-class African-American
families to the suburbs, and "white flight," or European Americans moving away from
African Americans. This has contributed to a polarization that leaves many lower-class
families with ineffective schools and social institutions that are not able to help young
African-Americans develop the resiliency skills they need (Tatum, 2000).
As the prospects for employment vanish, other alternatives such as welfare and
the underground or illegal economy are seen as the most viable way of life (Wilson,
1996). Institutions such as churches, schools, recreational facilities, and local businesses
disappear and are, therefore, not available as a resource ofpositive social values. These
youth in many instances make conscious and, some argue, rational decisions to become
involved in potentially lucrative illegal drug activities after concluding that other legal
options are not viable. While their judgment may be questioned, the dropout rates and
child poverty in African-American communities are well documented.
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b. Spiritual Alienation
The second of the three themes mat are discussed in the literature as predisposing
factors to African-American youth's interrelated violence and substance abuse social
problems is spiritual alienation. Schiele (1996) has defined spiritual alienation as "the
disconnection ofnonmaterial and morally affirming values from concepts ofhuman self-
worm and from the character of social relationships" (p. 289). He and the few others who
have looked at spirituality in relation to youth violence and substance abuse point to a
type of "gangster" mentality. This is spiritual disconnectedness where predatory
behavior, excessive individualism, and relationship manipulation are the norm. They also
identify materialism as a primary value that is a direct product ofthe United States'
sociocultural ethic (Ward, 1995).
Spirituality as conceptualized by Schiele (2000) and other Afrocentric theorists is
a concept that is open. Spirituality is not limited to the belief or acknowledgement of
some outside deity (Schiele, 1996). Such a conceptualization focuses on
interconnectedness and the belief that all individuals and living entities are connected
through a similar life force that is universal in composition. The individual experiencing
spiritual alienation is one who is disconnected from human beings and other living
entities.
One vehicle that is theorized to teach the values that contribute to this condition of
spiritual alienation is a mass media that glorifies violence and other cultural components
that tend to objectify human beings (Schiele, 2000). This objectification ofhumans
contributes to the separation ofAfrican-American males from the caring, spiritual part of
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human beings. This potential would be magnified for young African-American males in
poverty because they are among the most frequent watchers ofviolent material on
television (Schooler & Flora, 1996; Zimmerman, 1996). The increase in access to
television, video games, and other media products contributes to the risk ofthese youth
suffering from the consequences of spiritual alienation.
In summary, this spiritual alienation results in considerable stress and an insular
identity that allows young African-American male youth to create a detached identity of
self (Schiele, 1996). Additionally, extreme individualism results in a sense that the
individual is alone and unhealthy expectations of sole responsibility for failures and
success (Nobles, 1984; Rowe & Grills, 1993). Nobles (1984) argues that this loneliness,
separateness, and irrelevancy heighten the inevitability that substance abuse will occur.
c. Cultural Misorientation
The third predisposing factor from the literature that will be discussed in this
section is the idea ofcultural misorientation. This factor is considered particularly
relevant for members of culturally oppressed ethnic or racial groups. The imposition ofa
society's dominant group traditions, history, and interpretation ofthe dominant group as
universalistic, is a process that comprises the definition of cultural oppression (Ani, 1994;
Young, 1990).
Cultural misorientation is defined as a condition that occurs when African
Americans adopt definitions of a Eurocentric cultural reality versus an African-centered
concept of reality (Kambon, 1992). Some scholars and clinicians have suggested this
form of misorientation for African Americans should be considered a form of mental
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disorder or disease (Akbar, 1981; Azibo, 1991). It is suggested that, as a result of cultural
oppression imposed by the dominant Eurocentric culture, young African-American males
engage in behavior that is psychologically and physically destructive to themselves and
their community.
Akbar (1981) has identified three types ofAfrican-American mental disorders: (1)
alien self-disorders, (2) anti-self disorders, and (3) self-destructive disorders. Alien self-
disorders are evident in African Americans who internalize central values ofthe
Eurocentric worldview, such as materialism, individualism and white supremacy, while
intentionally disregarding their African cultural traditions and history, which include
spirituality, collectivity, and egalitarianism. Anti-selfdisorders include the same
symptoms as alien self-disorders but in addition the person has disdain consciously or
unconsciously for people ofAfrican descent and their culture. African Americans with
self-destructive disorders are those who participate in behaviors that represent their
ineffective and maladaptive efforts to cope with the impact ofEurocentric domination.
It is suggested that African-American male youth are at greater risk for
developing such a disorder because African-American male youths specifically and
African-Americans in general have historically been the victims of Eurocentric cultural
oppression (Ani, 1994; King, 1997; Wilson, 1992). The legacy ofa peculiarly brutal and
vicious slavery experience in the United States ofAmerica was the primary source ofthis
victimization. The systematic suppression and defaming ofthe African cultural legacy
and practices was orchestrated by the slave masters in an effort to control the Africans
(Akbar, 1996; Asante, 1996). This often resulted in particularly violent measures,
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including public beatings to death or dismemberment targeted at young African male
captives who dared to communicate the culture and history ofAfrica (Akbar, 1996).
As a conclusion to this section on the social problems ofyoung African-American
male youth and an introduction to a detailed discussion of culture and social science
research, a discussion of consequences related to the systematic suppression ofa group's
culture follows.
d. Consequences of Cultural Suppression
As it pertains to African-American male youth, four consequences of suppressing
African-American culture that are discussed in the literature include (1) intemalization of
violence as a solution, (2) overemphasis on the physical aspects ofmanhood, (3)
inappropriate intemalization ofa Eurocentric concept ofmanhood, and (4) an absence of
focus on healthy African-American male cultural strengths.
(1) Intemalization ofViolence
African-American male youth utilizing violence in social interactions is proposed
to be related to years ofEuropean-American violence perpetrated on Africans and later
African Americans (King, 1997; Wilson, 1992). It is argued that these calculated
experiences transformed the African and later the young African-American male youth
into people who are psychologically capable ofutilizing violence against other African
Americans. Further complicating this consequence are the effects of political economic
oppression and spiritual alienation and their contribution to a stunted psychosocial
development that allows young African-American males to perpetrate violence against
the African-American community (Madhubuti, 1990; Wilson, 1990,1992).
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(2) Overemphasis ofthe Physical
The legacy of slavery as it pertains to overemphasis on the physical aspect ofthe
African male is theorized as having a lasting effect on African-American males even
today mat results in an internalization ofa "tough guy" orientation (Akbar, 1996). This
internalization is proposed to include the Eurocentric standard ofmanhood as a byproduct
ofEurocentric cultural oppression (Akbar, 1991; Oliver, 1987). This standard focuses on
concepts ofmanhood that promote extreme individualism, aggression, disrespect for
nature, and emotional inexpressiveness. These values are opposite to what has been
identified as an African-centered value system held by the African slave in the United
States ofAmerica and considered important for healthy African-American development
today (Asante, 1980; Baldwin & Bell, 1985; Kambon, 1992; Nobles, 1978; Schiele,
2000). This African-centered value system, which will be discussed in more detail later,
includes collectivity, spirituality, and emotional expressiveness.
(3) Internalization ofEurocentrism
The incongruence between the Eurocentric value system and the African-centered
value system is also theorized to contribute to the oppression ofAfrican Americans. The
internalization ofwhat is proposed as the essence of a political and economic oppression
value system in the form of individualism, aggressive competition, and materialism is
theorized to restrict the healthier African-centered system (Ani, 1994; Baldwin, 1985;
Schiele, 2000).
In summary, the African-American male youth that internalizes values ofthe
Eurocentric definition ofmanhood is paradoxically contributing to his own oppression.
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(4) Absence of a Healthy Male Image
The final consequence of suppressing African-American culture as it pertains to
African-American male youth is the absence of a healthy male image. There is a rich
history ofAfrican societies and African-American accomplishments influenced by men
ofAfrican descent that could be inaccessible to the young African-American male when
cultural suppression takes place. It is suggested that almost all knowledge about Africa
received by African-American male youth has been filtered by Europeans and
consequently is Eurocentric (Asante, 1999). In other words, it has been modified by
Europeans or European Americans for the purpose of fitting the African into the
European world. Over 100 years ago, Dubois (1903) identified the negation and
subjugation of African-American culture, as a continual process in the United States of
America that has required first African slaves and later the African Americans to negate
their cultural essence. This was considered a catalyst that leads to emotional conflict and
stress. Dubois (1903) described this as a warring ofthe white soul and the black soul
within black folks. Thirty years later Woodson (1933) identified consequences resulting
from what he described as a colonized educational system that was void of any examples
of positive, strong African-American males. The result for the young African-American
male is frequently a hostile environment designed to meet the needs ofthose who
enslaved and oppressed generations ofpeople of African descent.
B. Culture and Social Science Research
The study ofAfrican-American males for the purpose of expanding the
knowledge base about ways to promote healthy African-American male youth
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development is an overall goal ofthis study. Specific literature reviewed on the cultural
variables that are proposed to relate to the development of drug attitudes in young
African-American males was done in a fashion that incorporates the lessons ofprevious
researchers. The importance ofculture as articulated by these social scientists includes
comparing and contrasting Eurocentric social science with Afrocentric social science.
The review of literature in this section will also incorporate the comparisons ofAfrican-
centered conceptual frameworks utilized by African Americans to explain thoughts,
attitudes, and behavior.
1. History of African-American Research
African-American leaders, scholars, and researchers have for years expressed
concern about inconsistency in the critical analysis ofresearch that focused on the
African-American community. This has frequently been done in the content of
awareness about how the dissemination of ideas and information about a people can
contribute to their oppression (Nobles & Goddard, 1984). The African-American
community in general and the African-American family in particular have been the
subject ofnumerous studies since the early 1900s that primarily were conducted by
European-American researchers. The majority ofthis research has examined the
deficient or pathological aspects ofthe African-American family (Nobles & Goddard,
1984; Spencer, 1999). European American and African-American social scientists have
historically focused on the African-American family's social organization and concluded
that it has pathological aspects that contribute to the social problems in the African-
American community (Moynihan, 1965).
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While acknowledging the need to honestly examine internal causes that may
contribute to the social problems in the African-American community, African-American
researchers have expressed concern about the imposition of ethnocentric European-
American values on the empirical study ofAfrican-American life (Staples, 1971; Schiele,
2000). The empirical examination ofAfrican Americans within the framework of
European American reality and expectations has been critiqued and identified as
incomplete and inaccurate research (Nobles & Goddard, 1984). The scientific approach
that places the European-American family and European individual as the standard for
comparison is argued to be an inappropriate comparative model and an inaccurate
analytical framework. The promotion ofempirical studies that are designed,
implemented, and analyzed with an appreciation ofthe importance of race, ethnic, and
other cultural differences have increasingly been promoted in the social science
community (Department of Health and Human Services, 2001). It is these variables that
frequently have been ignored as significant contributors and must be accounted for in
unbiased ways (Spencer, 1990). African-American scientists have advocated for
continual critique and refuting of inaccurate and distracting ideas in African American
research.
2. Culture
Science or empirical study is not considered immune from the effects of—and in
fact has its own—cultural characteristics. This is true because no social activities exist in
abstract space and consequently it has been argued that Western science has cultural
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components that include the principals of domination, racism, and oppression (Nobles &
Goddard, 1984; Ani, 1991).
Defining culture is an exercise that is not always recognized for its complexity.
Precise definitions ofterms such as race, ethnicity, and culture can be difficult to obtain.
There are, however, some definitions that have been identified and promoted by different
researchers committed to incorporating its components into their research efforts. Many
researchers who look at health disparities such as drug-related violence utilize a broad
definition mat includes a common heritage or set ofbeliefs and norms and acknowledge
mat culture is dynamic in nature (Department of Health and Human Services, 2001).
These researchers describe the multicultural characteristics ofUnited States society today
while acknowledging that the Judeo-Christian beliefs, norms, and values ofEuropean
Americans historically has dominated. This domination has been considered important to
acknowledge when designing research studies that include members ofUnited States
society that do not have a European Judeo-Christian origin. Some African-American
researchers contend that the African-American community must be recognized as a
system or combination of systems that derives its primary characteristics, forms, and
definitions from its African origin (Akbar, 1996; Nobles, 1985).
One African-American researcher who has written in the area of African-
American culture is Wade Nobles (1978,1985,1992). Nobles (1985) describes culture
as a process that gives people a general design for living and patterns for interpreting
their reality. The components are described as ontology, ideology, cosmology, ethos,
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axiology, and worldview and they are manifested via behavior, values, and attitudes
(Nobles, 1985). The definitions ofthese cultural structures include the following:
Ontology: Nature ofbeing; essence
Cosmology: Origin/structure ofuniverse
Axiology: Primary character ofuniversal relations
Ethos: Set ofguiding principles
Ideology: Ideational basis ofconduct
Worldview: Most comprehensive ideas about order (Nobles, 1985)
3. European Influences
This section reviews literature that attempts to clarify the European influence on
the concept of culture. Two important issues to be aware ofwhen considering the
influence of culture are its scope and manifestation. It has been suggested that the
influence of culture is wide in scope and its manifestation in multidimensional (Ani,
1994). Some theorists consider it critical to acknowledge the political and oppressive
characteristics of culture as a process. The characterization ofthe cultural components of
people of color in general and African Americans in particular as inferior, primitive, or
pathological is argued to have its roots in European exploitation, colonialism, and neo
colonialism (Ani, 1994). The characterization ofEuropean-American cultural origins or
Eurocentrism as superior to African-American origins or Afrocentism is theorized to
have its roots in the exploration and exploitation ofAfrican civilizations by Europeans
(Ani, 1994). This is considered an essential factor in the colonization that took place on
the African continent in that the superiority ofthe European culture was at the heart of or
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at least a partial justification for the acquisition ofthe material resources and cultural
resources ofthe Africans. This is reflective of a political ideology that is proposed to be
part ofany culture, although considered by some to have been uniquely practiced by
Europeans (Ani, 1994). Cultural thought is said to have a powerful influence on its group
members' definition and understanding ofreality. This is theorized to be true to the
extent that it appears innate and composes their worldview. Hall (1976) describes this
powerful influence as hidden controls and Nobles (1985) describes the "deep structure"
ofculture. This influence is exhibited by Europeans and European Americans and is
theorized to have been practiced to further the Europeans' political interest in a
particularly aggressive manner. Ani (1994) outlines these particularly effectively
aggressive techniques that include:
(1) Teaching its "logic" and worldview to the common man and woman in a way that
allows them to assimilate it and internalize it in a way that allows it to covertly
effect the collective behavior and responses of individuals ofEuropean descent.
(2) Utilizing "special" members ofEuropean culture, designated as "intellectuals,"
"scholars," and "theorists," to further develop the assumptions ofthis worldview.
This development includes the presentation ofthese core assumptions as universal
tenets ofthought that are the standard of logic, rationality, and truth for the world,
while in reality they only are reflective ofthis particular mainstream culture. They
are ethnocentrically and authoritatively presented as "the" definitive reality.
This aggressive and chauvinistic presentation results in the European worldview
having not only an ideological impact within but also an imposed effect outside the
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culture. The significantly parochial and axiological character ofthis "culture logic" is
strategically cloaked under a veil ofuniversalism.
Prior to a comparison of Eurocentric and Afrocentric thought, some ofthe lineage
ofthese cultures will be briefly reviewed. Diop (1974) outlines the historical
development ofcomponents ofEuropean culture and later European-American culture as
having roots in ancient civilizations that flourished on the African continent. The Nile
valley ofAfrica has been identified as the most ancient cradle ofhuman civilization and
the origin ofmedicine, theology, astronomy, mathematics, ethics, and philosophy (Diop,
1974,1978; Asante, 1992). This history predates Greek civilization and Egyptian
civilization and has been identified as a special and significant contributor to the Greek
society that is considered uniquely important to the development of all European
civilizations (Diop, 1974; Asante, 1998).
The validity ofthis historical lineage has challenged and may be threatening to
European and European-American scholars. Its presentation here, as well as in the
preceding review of literature regarding the Eurocentric cultural political ideology
oppressing people of color in general and Africans and African American in particular, is
done to expand, explore, and clarify the content in which this study has its origin. The
scholarship of Diop, Boykin, Nobles, Karenga, Hillard, Schiele, and other researchers of
color, while challenging and controversial to European-American and African-American
social scientists, is nonetheless important. The work ofthose social scientists who
consider themselves Afrocentrists is central to the following sections that explore its
congruence with the equally important ofwork of some Eurocentric social scientists.
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4. Eurocentric and Afrocentric Concepts
The review of literature that has critically examined the challenges of utilizing the
appropriate conceptual framework for empirical study ofpeople of color in general and
African Americans in particular is included in mis section. This is considered critical
because the conceptual framework represents a systematic way of looking at reality and
organizing one's perception ofreality (Nobles, 1984). This choice greatly influences
what the social scientist considers relevant in the nature ofthe phenomenon being studied
and comes with some inherent bias. It is, therefore, considered important to carefully
examine the appropriateness of a chosen conceptual framework in light ofthe
researcher's needs, preferences, and situational constraints (Nobles, 1984).
The choice ofa conceptual framework has implications for what is considered
important and relevant in part because there are different cultural structures that exist
between European and African Americans. These cultural structures are theorized to
infiltrate all conceptual and theoretical frameworks. Nobles (1989) provides a vehicle for
comparing these cultural structures.
The review ofthis vehicle should help present what are seen as inherent cultural
differences that exist in conceptual frameworks mat are Eurocentric (primarily influenced
by European culture) or Afrocentric (primarily influenced by African culture). The
cultural structures comparisons that follow identify the corresponding Eurocentric and
Afrocentric cultural precepts (Nobles, 1992).
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Ontology: The nature of being or its essence. Differences are emphasized from a
Eurocentric perspective. From an Afrocentric perspective there is focus on
consubstantiation, a belief that all elements are of the same substance.
Cosmology: The origin/structure ofthe universe. While the cosmology is
considered independent from a Eurocentric perspective, from an Afrocentric perspective
the cosmology ofthe universe is considered interconnected.
Axiology: The primary character of universal relations. They are considered
oppositional or conflictual in nature under the Eurocentric precept. Egalitarianism and
the rhythm in nature are considered central to axiology from the Afrocentric perspective.
Ethos: The set of guiding principles. While the Eurocentric ethos is the survival
of the fittest self, the Afrocentric ethos is collectivism or survival of the group.
Ideology: The ideational basis of conduct. Domination is considered a central
Eurocentric cultural precept. A focus on transformation or movement toward the higher
level of functioning is the essence of the Afrocentric ideology.
Worldview: The most comprehensive ideas about order. These ideas are focused
on competition from an Eurocentric perspective and on cooperation from an Afrocentric
perspective.
Values Orientation: The Eurocentric value orientation is individualism or self-
survival. The Afrocentric value orientation is communalism or collective survival.
Central Belief System: The Eurocentric central belief system incorporates elitism




The exclusive or dominant focus of Eurocentric concepts in research on African
Americans is considered to be unhealthy, inappropriate, and counterproductive to their
liberation from oppression (Nobles, 1985; Schiele, 2000). As a segment of American
society that is considered extraordinarily oppressed, young African-American males
could be major beneficiaries ofresearch that utilizes, identifies, and clarifies cultural
strengths (Oliver, 1989; King, 1992). Scholars such as Asante (1980), who is often
credited with coining the term "Afrocentricity," put an emphasis on African-centered
concepts and contend that slavery and Eurocentric oppression have not destroyed their
presence in African-American culture. Boykin (1985) articulates a tripartite of influence
that challenged the healthy adaptation ofAfricans and African Americans to the
destructive characteristics ofthe American slavery institution in particular and
Eurocentric oppression in general. These elements are the survival oftraditional African
culture; the experience of racial discrimination and injustice; and the overlay of
European-American culture. Malena Karenga (1996) developed the seven principles or
the Nguzo Saba in Swahili as guidelines for healthy African American living. The
Nguzo Saba definitions include the following:
Umoja (unity): To strive for and maintain unity in the family, community, and
nation.
Kujichagulia (self determination): To define ourselves, create for ourselves, and
speak for ourselves.
Ujima (collective work and responsibility): To build and maintain our
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community together and to make our brothers' and sisters' problems our problems
and to solve them together.
Ujamaa (cooperative economics): To build and maintain economic enterprises
and to profit together from them.
Nia (purpose): To make as our collective vocation the building and developing of
our community and to be in harmony with our spiritual purpose.
Kuumba (creativity): To do always as much as we can, in the way that we can, in
order to leave our community more beautiful than we inherited it.
Imani (faith): To believe with all our hearts in our parents, our teachers, our
leaders, and our people. (Azibo, 1996, p. 88)
Three different approaches to an African-centered conceptual framework will be
reviewed in the next component ofthis section. Their application to the issues ofyoung
African-American males is included. It is important to recognize that these three and
other African-centered conceptual frameworks, while different in certain aspects, tend to
share spirituality, communalism/collectivity, and affective awareness as part oftheir core
values system (Nobles, 1985; Boykin & Ellison, 1995; Schiele, 2000). Spirituality tends
to be consistently defined as a belief that all elements ofthe universe share a oneness that
is manifested in all matter. Communalism and collectivity share the commitment to the
interdependence of people. Affective awareness is summarized as being in touch with
one's expressiveness in the different aspects of one's life.
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(a) Afrocultural Social Ethos
The idea that a spiritual, affective, and communal orientation form an
Afrocultural social ethos was developed conceptually by Jagers and Mock (1996) and
influenced by Boykin and Ellison's (1995) Afrocultural realm conceptualization. While
it is suggested that the Afrocultural realm comprises at least nine interrelated dimensions,
spirituality, affect, and communalism are considered to be the most relevant to social
functioning (Jagers & Mock, 1993). The study of the concept of cultural orientation with
the specific components ofthe Afrocultural social ethos has been conducted with
African-American youth. These youth reportedly found the Afrocultural social ethos to
be somewhat reflective oftheir attitudes and behaviors (Jagers, 1996).
(b) African-Centered Model of Prevention
The African-centered paradigm as described by Nobles and Goddard (1992) is the
foundation for the African-centered model ofprevention that they developed. It is
designed to address the delivery of alcohol and other drugs by youth and reflects the
cultural precepts that represent the cultural substance of African-Americans. The eight
cultural precepts are described as follows:
Consubstantiation: Asserts that all things in the universe have the same essence.
Interdependence: Asserts that everything in the universe is connected.
Egalitarianism: Asserts that the correct relationship between people is one of
harmony and balance.
Collectivism: Asserts that individual effort is a reflection and/or instrument of
communal or collective survival/advancement.
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Transformation: Asserts that everything has the potential to continually function
at a higher level.
Cooperation: Asserts that the optimal way of functioning is with mutual respect
and encouragement.
Humanness: Asserts that the whole world is vitalistic (alive) and that this vitality
is ground in a sense of goodness.
Synergism: Asserts that the performance outcomes of cooperative effort will be
greater than the sum total of individual effort.
Nobles (1994) not only utilizes these eight cultural percepts in the African-
centered model ofprevention but has incorporated them into educational professional
development and curriculum programs. The precepts are explained in the "thinking
curriculum," which at its essence conceptualizes successful learning as internal to the
individual, group, or community (Nobles, 1994). This curriculum has been specifically
designed to enhance the educational performance ofAfrican-American children by
incorporating the cultural precepts in a way that enhances the educational process. The
following outlines how each ofthe eight cultural precepts can be implemented into an
African-centered curriculum for African-American students.
Consubstantiation refers to the notion that all elements ofthe universe are one of
substance (spirit). This translates into: Because all things share the same essence, every
child can learn everything (Nobles, 1972). In other words, the child comes with all the
knowledge in the universe and this knowledge is brought out by stimulating the child's
natural proclivity towards affective awareness.
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Interdependence refers to the notion that everything in the universe is connected.
When a child is able to identify with the subject being studied as it relates to their African
heritage, the child then feels a connectedness to the subject matter. In other words, if
within the child's physical science curriculum there is the study ofelectricity, introducing
and highlighting the contribution ofAfrican Americans to this process and advancement
will enhance the learning ofthe African-American child.
Egalitarianism refers to the notion that people thrive when there is harmony and
balance amongst them, in other words reciprocity. In a classroom setting, when the
students as well as teachers are the vessels through which knowledge is both dispensed
and harvested, learning is maximizing its essence. In this setting, the African-American
child can more readily facilitate his own learning process and the process of exploration.
A curriculum that encourages individual explorative projects based on a learning matrix
is operating in this precept.
Collectivism refers to the notion that the individual is a reflection ofthe collective
and when one does well they all do well. Instilling the value of a team effort in a
classroom or school setting is the goal in order to enhance the good or survival of the
community as a whole. Expanding that idea into the greater collective is the essence of
community service.
Transformation refers to the notion that everything has the potential for unlimited
evolution. The pursuit of academic knowledge is structured in such a way that
knowledge is accelerated. The building of one's character and expectations is intrinsic
and the fundamental nature ofthis precept.
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Cooperation refers to the notion that the optimal way of functioning is with
mutual respect and encouragement. For African-American students, a harmonious
environment can be created when within the milieu cultural creativity is welcomed and
respected by others.
Humanness refers to the notion that the whole world is vitalistic (alive) and that
this vitality is grounded in a sense of goodness. African-American children are vibrant
and have a desire and tendency to express mis through movement. Stimulating this
propensity towards movement while educationally challenging the African-American
child will encourage focus and multiple-tasking skills.
Synergism refers to the notion that the performance outcomes of a cooperative
effort will be greater man the sum total of individual effort. This idea presents itself in
the daily cooperative and collective efforts ofteachers, students, administrators, and
parents to enhance the educational environment and process. Expanded out of the school
setting, the African-American child will appreciate the learning that takes place in a
community effort to enhance the collective whole,
(c) African Self-Consciousness
The third African-centered conceptual framework is what Baldwin (1985) terms
African self-consciousness (ASC). This is identified as the condition of being aware of
one's African identity and African cultural heritage, with the individual seeing immense
value in the pursuit ofknowledge of self. There is also a critical recognition ofthe
importance of identifying threats to African survival. The valuing ofAfrican life,
African institutions, and a general devout commitment to all things African are also
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important (Kambon, 1992). From an ASC viewpoint, young African-American males
that do not incorporate African and African-American culture into their self-identification
could be susceptible to a condition that has been called cultural misorientation. Cultural
misorientation is defined as a condition that occurs when African Americans adopt
definitions of a Eurocentric cultural reality versus an African-centered concept ofreality
(Kambon, 1992). Some scholars have suggested this form ofmisorientation for African-
Americans can be considered a form ofmental illness (Akbar, 1981). As a result, young
African-American males could be susceptible to the development ofunhealthy and
destructive drug attitudes. This state ofcultural misorientation could lead to them
engaging in behavior such as drug abuse and drug distribution and, consequently, the
psychological and physical destruction ofthemselves and their community.
In conclusion, while care must taken to avoid inappropriate conclusions about
pathological causations, these three African-centered concepts suggest that social
programs for young African-American males that are predicated on a Eurocentric
worldview alone may fail to incorporate the inherent strengths ofthe African worldview.
Collectivity and spirituality are two strengths that have been selected as the focus ofthe
Afrocentric values independent variable in this study due to their interrelatedness as
agreed upon by Afrocentric scholars (Asante, 1998; Akbar, 1991; Kambon, 1992;
Karenga, 1996; Nobles, 1984; Oliver, 1989; Schiele, 2000).
C. Afrocentric Values and Drug Attitudes
The terms Afrocentric and Africentric have both been used to describe African-
centered values. The difference has been described by Asante (1988) as a focus on action
51
(Afrocentric) versus identity (Africentric). They both have a central and similar focus on
issues, thoughts, and behaviors ofpeople ofAfrican descent and are often used
interchangeably in the literature. They are considered by scholars to reflect common
assumptions about self, others, and their relationships in the world from an African
values perspective (Asante, 1980; Gyekye, 1996). The term Afrocentric has been chosen
to describe the African-centered values in this study as a function ofresearcher
preference. The operational definitions ofAfrocentric or Africentric values in the
literature that examine the relationship between these values and drug attitudes appear
virtually synonymous. They all focus on the presence of an internalization of the
African-centered worldview. Researchers have explored an association between the
internalization ofAfrocentric values and attitudes about drug use. An emphasis on
collectivity and spirituality comprise the operational definition ofAfrocentric values used
in this study. The following reviewed studies examine these constructs separately and
conjointly.
Many African-centered scholars suggest the degree to which young African-
American males identify with and embrace their African and African-American heritage
relates to their degree of social health and vulnerability to social problems (Asante, 1980;
Akbar, 1981; Kargena, 1988; Nobles, 1984; Oliver, 1989; Schiele, 2000). Belgrave et al.
(1994) conducted a study that examined the influence ofAfricentric values, self-esteem,
and black identity on drug attitudes. All the children and their caregivers were recruited
to participate in a drug prevention program funded by the Center for Substance Abuse
Prevention and data for this study was collected prior to their participation. The
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participants included fifty-four African-American fifth graders between the ages of9 and
12 who lived in a neighborhood considered "at risk" because ofthe prevalence of
poverty, crime, and drug use. Twenty of these participants were male and 34 were
female. A little over half ofthe sample lived with both parents, 51%. The Children's
African Value Scale consisted ofthree items and was considered by the researchers to
most specifically assess collective responsibility—beliefs that blacks should collectively
look out for one another (Belgrave et al., 1994). The results of a stepwise regression
analysis that included scores measuring Africentric values, black identity, and self-esteem
as independent variables and drug attitudes as the dependent variable resulted in findings
that indicated Africentric values was the only variable to significantly contribute to
explaining drug attitudes. The researchers concluded that Africentric values directly
influenced drug attitudes and indirectly influenced them through their influence on self-
esteem and black identity.
Belgrave et al. (2000) initiated a second study in 1997 mat reflected
methodological changes. The dependent variable again included drug attitudes but also
included drug knowledge and drug use as dependent variables. In this study, one ofthe
independent variables was again identified as Africentric values. Other independent
variables included racial identity, individual factors, family factors, and peer factors. The
measures used to assess Africentric values and identity had been revised in an attempt to
strengthen the measurement ofthe variables. The Africentric Value Scale for Children
was used to assess Africentric values that corresponded to the Nguzo Saba. Three
distinct factors were identified by factor analysis ofthe fifteen items on the scale. These
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were (1) collective work and responsibility, (2) cooperative economics, and (3) self-
determination. Demographic variables were also examined to a larger degree in this
study, and all independent variables were examined for their relationship to drug
attitudes, drug use, and drug knowledge. There was also an increase in the sample size.
The characteristics ofthis sample also included residency in urban neighborhoods with
high rates ofpoverty, crime, and drug activity. The researchers collected baseline data
prior to participation in the drug prevention program. One hundred and ninety-five
African-American children in the eastern part ofthe United States between the ages of 8
and 12 were participants in the study. Fifty-two percent were male and 48% were
female. Information on the family structure was not provided.
The results ofthe regression analyses included findings that Africentric values
were not a significant predictors ofdrug attitudes. Africentric values were among the
three significant predictors ofdrug knowledge. Racial identity, however, was a stronger
predictor ofAfrican-American youth's drug attitudes than drug knowledge or drug use
(Belgrave et al., 2000). The findings ofthis study also appear to confirm warnings that
African-American male youth are at greater risk for drug usage and unhealthy drug
attitudes than their young African-American female counterparts.
D. Identity and Drug Attitudes
The possibility ofracial identity being a predictor of drug attitudes in African-
American male youth will be discussed in the context of its formulation in the United
States. Identity development can be particularly complex for children belonging to ethnic
and racial minority groups in the United States. The terms black identity, racial identity,
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and ethnic identity have sometimes been used interchangeably in the research literature.
They all appear to have a similar focus: one's identification with their racial group and
some aspect oftheir ethnic culture.
Traditional models of identity development largely ignore cultural patterns of
coping and other unique experiences and characteristics. It is hypothesized that a
multifaceted theoretical formulation is required to understand the identity development of
children ofcolor (Spencer & Markstrom-Adams, 1990). The Nigrescence models of
Cross, Parham, and Helms (1991) describe the development ofblack identity and are
among the culturally centered models that have provided the foundation for research that
has attempted to describe and measure the relationships between the identity ofAfrican-
American youth and drug attitudes. Racial identity, black identity, and ethnic identity
have been examined in previous studies that looked at their relationships with drug
attitudes. The historical challenges and more recent development of concepts and
instruments related to measuring cultural identity are provided in the next section prior to
the specific discussion of studies that have attempted to measure cultural identity in pre-
adolescent African-American youth.
1. Identity Development and African Americans
The psychological development ofAfrican Americans has included the challenges
of addressing the forces that have either attempted to erase their cultural consciousness or
contributed to Nigrescence or development of an African-American identity (Cross,
Parham, & Helms, 1991). Nigrescence is derived from the French language and is a
process meaning "to become black." Whether as a group process oftransformation or an
55
individual metamorphosis, it is theorized that external influencing forces have included
slavery and the systematic miseducation ofAfrican Americans (Cross, Parham, & Helms,
1991). This section will review literature relevant to the development of identity in
African-American children. Review ofthis literature is considered relevant in the context
ofpotential negative consequences ofyoung African-American males subscribing to a
European racial identity at the expense oftheir African cultural heritage (Akbar, 1981;
Baldwin, 1985).
There is a gap in the ethnic and racial identity research on children and
adolescents in general and on African-American children in particular (Spencer, 1990;
Reese, 1998). The subscription to a European racial identity by African Americans is
proposed to have unhealthy consequences and result in a condition of cultural
misorientation. It is theorized that this condition could result in the loss ofa central part
of self-identity and be can correlated to a diminished quality of life and mental health
(Akbar, 1981; Baldwin, 1985).
The interest in measuring the racial or ethnic identity processes ofAfrican
Americans has for the most part concentrated on adults in university settings. One such
model is the Racial Identity Attitude Scale. There are four stages of identity resolution
incorporated into the scale:
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1. Preencounter: attitudes characterized as pro-white and anti-black
2. Encounter: pro-white and anti-black attitudes are reevaluated
3. Immersion-emersion: attitudes are now characterized as pro-black and
largely anti-white
4. Internalization: characterized by a pluralistic worldview (Cross, Parham
& Helms, 1991
The model is not predetermined to be linear; it allows for multiple entry points
and cyclic patterns. Resnicow et al. (1999) determined that there were three primary
dimensions reflected in the models and measures reported in the literature. They
identified these as follows:
a. Beliefs about being black, including positive or negative views towards other
blacks, cultural pride, preference for black culture, beliefs about the
importance ofblack history and adoption of Afrocentric values (Cross et al.,
1985,1991; Parham & Williams, 1993; Resnicow & Ross, 1997);
b. attitudes that include preferences for white friends, mates, and European-
American culture in general (Cross et al., 1985,1991; Parham & Williams,
1993; Resnicow & Ross, 1997); and
c. recognition and perceptions ofracism on the social, institutional, and
individual level (McNeilly, et al., 1996; Oyserman, et al., 1995; Resnicow &
Ross, 1997; Terrell & Terrell, 1981).
These mree dimensions are generally considered to operate independently (Cross,
Parham & Helms, 1991).
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Resnicow et al. (1999) responded to the gap in the literature regarding identity
measures for youth with the construction of a multidimensional racial and ethnic identity
measure developed for inner-city African-American adolescents. This Adolescent
Survey ofBlack Life was utilized with over 300 African-American adolescents from the
Atlanta area. The design ofthe instrument was tailored to access the three core domains
previously identified. The scores from the 18-item scale were compared with those from
several other instruments that measured variables previously shown to be related to racial
and ethnic identity. These variables were school attitudes, positive school behaviors, pro-
social behaviors, drug attitudes, and self-concept. The correlation analysis resulted in a
finding that the pro-black factor was significantly related to anti-drug attitudes. In other
words, individuals with stronger pro-black responses expressed less positive attitudes
toward drug use. Pro-black scores were also positively correlated to school attitudes and
self-esteem. Pro-black scores were negatively correlated with problem behaviors
(Resnicow et al., 1999). Scores ofthe anti-white factor were not as significantly related
across the sample in a consistent manner. One portion ofthe overall sample had scores
that were negatively correlated with school attitudes, positive school behaviors, and pro-
social behaviors. In other words, the more anti-white attitudes respondents had less
positive attitudes about school and exhibited fewer positive behaviors. These individuals
also tended to have scores that were positively correlated to the scores measuring lifetime
drug use. In other words, those with more anti-white attitudes were more likely to report
using drugs (Resnicow et al., 1999).
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The conclusions drawn from the Adolescent Survey of Black Life, while
promising in regards to measuring the African-American adolescent's racial and ethnic
identity, warrant caution. The representativeness ofthe sample to the larger African-
American population is questionable due to a sampling procedure that selected mostly
public housing residents, hi addition, the correlations to verify validity were inconsistent
in the overall sample and when present moderate. There still appears to be ample reason
to support the further development ofthe Adolescent Survey of Black Life as a more
appropriate alternative for measuring racial and ethnic identity in African-American
youth.
In the Belgrave et al. (1994) study, black identity was measured utilizing the
Children's Black Identity Scale. This scale's internal consistency was only marginal
(Cronbach's alpha 0.67). Other methodology existed to measure identity, but the
researchers chose to create and use the Children's Black Identity Scale because it was
less time-consuming to administer. This could be related to the lack of significance in the
findings regarding identity. Black identity was not found to be a significant contributor
to explaining drug attitudes.
In the Belgrave et al. (2000) study, racial identity was assessed using the
Children's Racial Identity Scale. The Cronbach reliability coefficient was weak at 0.42.
The stepwise multiple regression analysis resulted in a finding that racial identity
accounted for 8% ofthe variance. Although this finding indicates that it was a significant
predictor, it was also modest in nature. Different approaches to looking at racial identity
follow.
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Townsend et al. (2000) conducted a study that identified drug usage and drug
attitudes as dependent variables and personal and racial identity as independent variables.
They investigated the existence of a positive relationship between personal identity and
racial identity as components ofa self-system and each component's relationship to the
dependent variable.
The study examined the self-system, drug attitudes, and drug usage of 104
African-American students between the ages of 9 and 12 prior to their participation in a
substance abuse prevention program. Twenty-nine percent ofthis sample lived in two
parent households, 24% lived with mother only, and 16% lived with their grandmothers.
Fifty-three were males and 51 were females. These students were "at risk" based upon
their residency and school attendance in communities with high levels ofpoverty, crime,
and drug activity. Racial identity was measured via the Children's Black Identity Scale.
This nine-item version of the scale developed by Belgrave et al. (1994) assessed the
extent to which the student endorsed affective, cognitive, and behavioral aspects of racial
identity.
The Pearson r correlation coefficient revealed a significant relationship between
racial identity and personal identity. In other words, positive attitudes and beliefs
regarding one's selfwere associated with positive attitudes and beliefs regarding one's
racial group. The stepwise multiple regression was calculated with drug attitudes as the
dependent variable and racial and personal identity as independent variables. The
findings supported the hypothesis that personal identity and racial identity would
significantly predict drug attitudes. More favorable attitudes about self (personal and
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racial identity) were associated with attitudes intolerant of drug use. Racial identity
accounted for 25% ofthe variance in drug attitudes. Neither independent variable made a
significant contribution to explaining drug usage among this sample. This study by
Townsend et al. (2000) utilized an operationalized concept of identity that incorporated
components ofpersonal and racial identity in a way similar to this study's
operationalization of ethnic identity.
Another relevant study is that ofBurlew et al. (2000). In this research study the
researchers investigated the relationships between four variables: participation in a
culturally-based prevention program, changes in drug attitudes, changes in racial identity,
and changes in alcohol usage. The participants were 311 African-American children in
the sixth grade; 56% were male. The mean age of the participants was 11.5 years.
Information on their socioeconomic status and family structure was not provided. All
students participated in a culturally-based intervention program focused on enhancing
cultural identity and on providing education regarding the consequences ofdrug and
alcohol usage. There were control and intervention groups and baseline data were taken
on both. This study examined the relationship between changes in drug intentions and
drug use as the African-American youth progressed from elementary to junior high
school. The Children's Racial Identity Scale (Cronbach alpha .82) and the Africentric
Values Scale (Cronbach alpha .83) were used to measure racial identity. Structural
equation modeling and correlation testing resulted in a finding that a change in racial
identity is associated with changes in program dosages. The apparent link between
program dosage and racial identity indicated by the study's findings suggests some, if
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minimal, support that increased program dosage was associated with increased racial
identity. In addition, increased racial identity was found to be positively associated with
less alcohol use. No association between racial identity and drug attitudes was detected.
The findings indicated that attitudes that reflected intentions to use alcohol were
correlated with increased alcohol use between the sixth and seventh grade. The
correlations between program dosage and all other variables in the sixth grade were not
significant.
The need for a measure to address ethnic identity in African-American youth of
the age in this study warrants additional literature review. It is in this context that the
present study examining correlations between healthy drug attitudes and ethnic identity
of pre-adolescent African-American male youth was conducted. The development of
ethnic identity has been shown in children as young as 9 years (Spencer, 1984). There
have been inconsistent results in these studies that have attempted to measure ethnic
identity. One such study is presented next.
2. Ethnic Identity and African-American Youth
A study conducted by Reese (1998) looked at ethnic identity among 118 inner-
city African-American children. This was done in part to evaluate the applicability ofthe
Multigroup Ethnic Identity Measure with this population. Phinney (1992) developed this
instrument as a general form of measurement. It focuses on components of ethnic
identity that are thought to be common across groups. The Multigroup Ethnic Identity
Measure was designed to gain understanding of ethnic identity as it presents in the lives
ofyouths from all backgrounds (Phinney, 1992). The Multigroup Ethnic Identity
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Measure is comprised on four components: self-identification, ethnic behaviors and
practices, affirmation and belonging, and ethnic identity and achievement. Self-
identification refers to the label that one uses for oneself and as a member of an ethnic
group and is a necessary precondition for ethnic identity to distinguish ethnic identity
from ethnicity (Singh, 1977). The Reese (1998) study did not specify whether the
children in his study identified themselves as black, African American, or something else.
This choice factor could provide additional information about how young children of
color identify themselves.
The ethnic behaviors and practices component ofthe Multigroup Ethnic Identity
Measure was designed to address what Phinney (1992) identified as limitations in other
measures that have attempted to measure ethnic identity. Involvement in social activities
with members of one's group and participation in cultural traditions were identified from
these previous measures as common to most groups and incorporated into the Multigroup
Ethnic Identity Measure. In the Reese (1998) study, the mean score for the ethnic
behavior subscale was 2.16 (range 1.00 to 4.00) and had a standard deviation of .82. The
reliability coefficient of .50 suggests the processes examined in this section were not
reliably observed in the study's sample. Reese (1998) suggests this may be a function of
the limited number of items (two) measuring ethnic behavior in addition to ethnic
behaviors being context-specific. In addition, Ruiz (1990) has questioned the amount of
consideration given socioeconomic status, education, and geography when the practice of
cultural activities is measured.
The affirmation and belonging subscale ofthe Multigroup Ethnic Identity
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Measure again reflects attempts by Phinney (1992) to address limitations observed in
other existing measures that have examined similar constructs. While the commonly
observed attempts to measure a feeling ofbelonging to an ethnic group and attitudes
toward the group are present in this subscale, it is void of attempts to measure negative
ethnic attitudes. Phinney (1990) indicates the lack of variance and incongruence among
respondents influenced a decision to resist the inclusion of such items. Reese (1998)
found this subscale to be the most reliable observed in his sample. The Cronbach alpha
coefficient was .71 for this subscale, the mean score 1.83 (range 1.00 to 4.00) and the
standard deviation .63.
The ethnic identity achievement subscale ofthe Multigroup Ethnic Identity
Measure attempted to measure the secure sense of self that is the preferred outcome of
what is considered a fluid developmental process that varies with development,
experience, and changes in the social and historical context (Cross, Parham, & Helms,
1985; Erikson, 1968). In the Reese (1998) study, ethnic identity achievement was the
construct with the lowest reliability coefficient at .30. The variance in reliability results
was discussed by Reese (1998) as a possible function of the level of cognitive
development in the sample. The absence of a measure of cognitive development was
identified by the researchers as a limitation. There were also questions raised about the
stability ofthe constructs being attributed to the nature of identity development in young
children (Aboud & Doyle, 1995; Spencer, 1984).
3. Future Ethnic Identity Research
While providing support for previous research that suggests ethnic identity begins
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prior to adolescence, the findings in the Reese (1998) study also raise questions about the
development of ethnic identity manifesting differently in pre-adolescent African-
American children than in middle-class youth. Additional questions raised in response to
the Reese (1998) study included: What is the influence ofpoverty? Is ethnic identity
versus racial identity an appropriate conceptual model? Is cognitive level given enough
consideration for pre-adolescents?
The present study has attempted to address some ofthese questions. The
incorporation of qualitative research into the present study is an example ofone way the
question of conceptualization is being addressed. Qualitative research was a
recommendation by Reese (1998). Caution is recommended by Reese (1998) due to the
possibility of limited appropriateness with African Americans. The complex nature of
race and ethnicity in the United States and the influence of socioeconomic status are
presented as reasons for this caution. Trickett, Watts, and Birman (1993) have also
cautioned researchers to be aware of limitations to their research due to such contextual
variables.
E. Additional Research
Family income and presence ofmale role models are important variables that
while not targeted for specific analysis in this study warrant cursory review due to their
relevance. They are briefly discussed in this section.
1. Family Income and Drug Attitudes
The level of family income ofyoung African Americans may be related to their
drug attitudes. There is however a paucity of studies that have examined the relationship
65
between family income and drug attitudes. The Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1986 identified
a state of economic disadvantage as 1 of 10 factors that place an adolescent at risk of
chemical dependency (Oliver, 1998). Chipimgu et al. (2000) evaluated the effect of drug
prevention programs that integrated Africentric principles, but did not examine income
differences between this young, predominately African-American population.
The relationship between income and substance abuse was examined by
Griswold-Ezekoye (1986). The findings reported suggest that persons that experience
economic hardships have an increased susceptibility to substance abuse. The African-
American males in the Griswold-Ezekoye (1986) study most frequently reported
unemployment frustrations and the lack ofbetter alternatives as reasons they used drugs.
These participants were older than the participants of this current study but may be
important for explaining the behavior of adult male role models. Caetano and Clark
(1998) have found that lower economic status and unemployment are related to alcohol
consumption. Again, although the Caetano and Clark (1998) study did not have African-
American male participants as young as in this study, African-American men reported
more problems with alcohol.
Studies that have looked at the related issue of youth violence among African-
American youth have found poverty to be one ofthe strongest predictors (Centerwall,
1984; Hill, et al., 1994; Sampson, 1993). Spencer and Kim (1987) discussed the negative
impact of "caste system membership" status and low socioeconomic status on the healthy
identity development of African-American children. This double stratification is
suggested as a possible contributor to developmental-stage coping strategies that include
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teen pregnancy, young adult male suicide, incarceration, drug abuse, and black-on-black
crime. These studies appear to support the need for a closer examination of the
relationship between the level of family income and drug attitudes.
2. Male Role Models and Drug Attitudes
The absence of positive male role models in the lives ofyoung African-American
males, while beyond the specific scope ofthis study, may be a positively related to the
existence ofnegative and destructive attitudes toward drugs. Ancillary information was
gathered to spur follow-up to this study. Male role models are defined as fathers,
mothers' boyfriends, relatives, teachers, or other adult African-American males that
spend frequent time with the young African-American male.
In many families, the father of male children is in a position to have a positive
influence on his children. The structure of African-American families has long been a
source of focus when investigating causes of social problems in the African-American
community. The influential Moynihan study concluded female-headed households
contributed significantly to the pathology seen in young African-American males
(Moynihan, 1965). From this point of view, it is hypothesized that the absence of male
role models could contribute to the development of negative or destructive drug attitudes
in young African-American males. It is, however, possible to validate strong and healthy
alternative family types that do exist in the African-American community that do not
include male heads ofhousehold (Hill, 1999). It is true that social development of
African-American boys in poor urban communities occurs frequently in female-headed
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families and is often significantly influenced by negative peer groups (Rodney & Mupier,
1999).
hi the absence of fathers to provide additional standards, the African-American
male youth could develop attitudes and behaviors that are unhealthy (Kunjufu, 1985;
Spencer & Markstrom-Adams, 1990). This is not an acknowledgement of the myth of
the dysfunctional African-American family headed by welfare mothers. There has been
other literature that highlights the strengths of the different structures ofthe African-
American family and discounts inherent defects of any particular family structure (Hill,
1999). However, some Africans believe young African-American males who do not have
a father in their life may have mental health problems related to this situation (Gyekye,
1996). It is important to note that while substantial bonding occurs in these female-
headed families that deters maladaptive behavior and delinquency in the children, fathers
play an especially important role in the development of self-esteem in young African-
American males (Baker, 1991; Rodney, Tachia & Rodney, 1999). In the absence of
fathers, other male mentors could significantly nurture positive characteristics in young
African-American males. The lack ofa father could be a negative factor that contributes
to these children having an externalized loci of control (Rodney & Mupier, 1999;
Rodney, Tachia & Rodney, 1999; Wilson, 1978).
Consequently, young African-American males who do not have fathers or
mentors in their lives could have an increased likelihood of developing destructive drug
attitudes. The Afrocentric paradigm encourages a socialization process for young
African-American males that defines self and group destructive attitudes and behavior as
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being anti-black and in opposition to the interests of the African-American community
(Asante, 1998; Oliver 1989). There has been little research done on these relationships as
they relate to drug attitudes in young African-American males. CASA (2001) found that
teenagers (12-17) who had no frequent contact with an absent father had a higher risk of
smoking, drinking, or using illegal drugs. Fifteen percent of this study's participants
were African-American children. In another study, Rodney and Mupier (1999) examined
the behavioral differences between African-American male adolescents with biological
fathers and those without biological fathers in the house. The males involved in the study
were between the ages of 13 and 17. Although it did not look directly at drug attitudes,
the findings indicated a higher percentage ofthe young males with fathers absent from
the home had poor grades and other school problems. The results also indicated, in
regard to some areas of conduct disorder, that males with absent fathers experienced
significantly more problems. The study's findings suggested that lack ofmale role
models could be a negative factor in the educational success and behavior problems of
young African-American males and could have some correlation to drug attitudes.
CHAPTER III
CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
This chapter addresses the Afrocentric paradigm as it is conceptualized to
examine the variables in mis study. The operationalization ofthe independent variables in
this study are also discussed in the context of their conceptualization and relevant
literature that has examined the constructs. A review of studies mat have incorporated the
constructs and African-American male youth are also included. These studies will
provide additional information but there will also be an attempt to clarify the nature of
the independent and dependent variables mat are examined in this present study. The
specific sections in mis chapter include the following.
A. The Afrocentric paradigm






A. The Afrocentric Paradigm
This section describes the conceptualization ofthe Afrocentric paradigm that is
utilized in this study. The Afrocentric paradigm will be utilized to examine the
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relationships between two independent variables: (1) Afrocentric values, and (2) ethnic
identity and the dependent variable: drug attitudes. It has been found that racial identity
is a predictor ofdrug attitudes in pre-adolescent African-American males (Belgrave et al.,
2000). Although there are limitations to the generalizability ofthese findings, they
suggest mat culturally congruent and specific drug prevention and intervention programs
may be a promising strategy for preventing drug abuse in poor African-American youth.
The Center for Substance Abuse Prevention Cross-Site Evaluation ofHigh-Risk Youth
found that African- American programs that integrated Africentric principles into
prevention programming contributed to higher rates of satisfaction and perceived
program importance to the participating African-American youth (Chipungu, 2000). In
part due to this potential benefit, the Afrocentric paradigm is proposed as the conceptual
underpinning for this study.
The Afrocentric paradigm is grounded in the Afrocentric worldview that
emphasizes collective, spiritual, and morally affirming ideas of social relations (Schiele,
2000). It is suggested that without recognition by the scholarly community ofthe validity
ofthe Afrocentric worldview, the Eurocentric worldview may dominate, which may
result in a tendency to hinder cultural understanding and demean valuable components of
humanity (Asante, 1998; Akbar, 1991; Boykin et al., 1997; Nobles, 1978). The
Afrocentric paradigm also emphasizes respect for contributions of countries and cultures
that existed prior to and during European civilization and is not grounded in xenophobia
nor the principles of exploitation and oppression. The Afrocentric paradigm emphasizes
the importance of ancient Kemetic (Egyptian) civilization and the Nile Valley as the
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origin of an African perspective, in much the same way that Greece and Rome serve as
reference points for the European worldview (Asante, 1998).
The values relevant to this paradigm are reflected in the Nguzo Saba, which is
Swahili for the seven principles and are articulated and promoted by Karenga (1996) and
other Afrocentric, Africentric, and African-centered scholars as guidelines for living
(Azibo,1996). These seven principles are unity, self-determination, collective work and
responsibility, cooperative economics, purpose, creativity, and faith.
The principles ofNguza Saba are considered universal. They are considered
equally applicable to Africans throughout the diaspora and other people since the
concepts are based on a spiritual connection that human beings have with the life force.
The values that the Nguza Saba espouses are considered human survival values that
speak to the healthy survival ofthe human race. This paradigm is proposed to be
particularly relevant for African Americans that are seeking ways to incorporate
traditional cultural strengths into their lives. Collectivity and spirituality are key themes
in these principles that were examined in this study. Communalism and affect are other
foundational themes that have been emphasized by scholars who have acknowledged the
significance ofthe African worldview.
B. Collectivity and Communalism
Boykin et al. (1997) has articulated what is termed an Afrocultural concept, and
within it communalism denotes the fundamental awareness ofthe interdependence of
people. The focus is on the social bonds, social relationships, and general commitment to
one's social being. This is very similar to the description of collectivity in the
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Afrocentric paradigm that emphasizes interconnectedness and respect for the individual,
while focusing on collective identity as one of its universal strengths. This includes a
belief that the individual is embedded in their social group and to truly understand the
individual one must see him or her in the context oftheir group membership (Asante,
1998) and is in direct contradiction to a Eurocentric focus that emphasizes individualism.
Communalism and collectivity appear grounded in the Afrocentric worldview that
emphasizes social relationality and interdependence.
This concept of interrelatedness includes a union ofthe material and spiritual
aspects of life. The focus is on what is best for the collective group. There is minimal
emphasis on individual wealth or failures. As Schiele (1997) conveys, "The implication
ofthis collective, spiritual view ofhuman behavior for social welfare philosophy is that,
(1) insular individualism is believed to be invalid, (2) objectification ofhuman beings is
unnecessary, and (3) materialism is brought in balance with that which is spiritual or
nonmaterial" (Schiele, 1997, p. 25).
C. Spirituality
The concept of spirituality is an important component in the African worldview,
and contemporary scholars have attempted to clarify its meaning. It is most commonly
associated with religion, but it is not synonymous with religion. Its definitions are
summarized by Elkins et al. (1988) into nine components of spirituality. They suggest a
definition that includes a transcendent dimension, meaning and purpose in life, mission in
life, sacredness of life, material values, altruism, idealism, awareness of the tragic and
beneficial outcomes and rewards. It is also described as both an individual and communal
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phenomenon that is not a selfish pursuit and allows individuals to experience passion,
creativity, motivation, growth, and change (Chaffers, 1994).
In regard to children, belief in the presence of ancestors, the power ofprayer, and
the existence ofthe creator's force in others is evidence of spiritual orientation (Boykin &
Ellison, 1995). The involvement of children in church activities is one ofthe most
common ways to measure spiritual involvement.
D. Affect
The combination of spiritual, communal and affective orientations form what
Jagers (1996) calls Afrocultural social ethos. Expressiveness and receptivity to emotional
output are important to the concept ofaffect. It is not only the individual's affective tone
that matters, but also connection to the affective tone of others (Jagers, et al., 1997). It is
suggested that the Afrocultural realm consists of nine interrelated dimensions but these
three orientations (spiritual, communal, and affective) are considered most germane to
social functioning (Jagers & Mock, 1993).
Affect was not measured independently in this study in order to replicate the
focus ofthe previous Belgrave et al., (1994,2000) studies. Aspects have been
incorporated into the other variables.
E. Afrocentric Values
Utilizing an Afrocentric concept rationalization, the more Afrocentric values that
a young African-American male internalizes, the healthier this individual is, and the more
resistant he is to unhealthy drug attitudes and social problems in general (Akbar, 1981;
Oliver, 1989). This conceptualization suggests an internalization or presence ofthese
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values could provide young African-American males with protective characteristics that
may minimize risk factors related to drug abuse and illegal drug activity.
There are two central Afrocentric values, collectivity and spirituality, that have
been operationalized in this proposed investigation ofthe relationship between
Afrocentric values and drug attitudes. It is hypothesized that interconnected individuals
will make the collective good ofthe community a priority while identifying and nurturing
spiritual forces in their lives. It is further hypothesized that these individuals may be less
likely to develop attitudes towards drug use that are unhealthy.
1. Collectivity
Afrocentricity emphasizes collectivity in human relations. The concept is a
unifying theme that is central to the principles of collective work and responsibility
(Azibo, 1996). The operational definition of collectivity in this study incorporates the
communal aspect as articulated by Boykin and Ellison (1995) and the concept of
togetherness as articulated in the Nguzo Saba by Karenga (1996).
2. Spirituality
Spirituality from an Afrocentric perspective relates to the belief in a higher power
or force that connects all elements in the universe (Asante, 1980). The absence of
spirituality being displayed in one's life and social relationships is proposed to result in a
condition of spiritual alienation that is a potential explanation for unhealthy drug
attitudes. Spiritual alienation is defined as the inability to internalize the spiritual concept
of self and others, the inability to acknowledge the importance ofa higher power or force,
and disproportionate associations of self-worth with materialism (Schiele, 2000). It is,
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therefore, considered an increased likelihood that individuals with high spiritual
alienation will develop unhealthy drug attitudes due to their disconnectedness from self,
others, and a higher power or force. In addition, individuals with a high degree of
involvement in materialism are at a greater risk of developing unhealthy drug attitudes. It
is these conditions that are considered prerequisites for the attitudes about drugs that
contribute to the social problems many young African-American males' experience
(Oliver, 1989).
F. Ethnic Identity
There is acknowledged variance regarding the onset and completion of
developmental tasks including identity formation, which theoretically occurs between late
childhood and adolescence (Erikson, 1968; Phinney, 1992; Spencer & Markstrom, 1990).
This is the time when young people explore the roles available to mem and attempt to
integrate these roles into an identity. Some research suggests consideration should be
given to the development ofidentity as early as the pre-adolescent level (Phinney, 1998).
Ethnic identity includes identification with an ethnic group, having a sense of
belonging to that group, and appreciating the group cultural heritage. This is the
operational definition that will be utilized for this variable in this study. Spencer (1984)
has found evidence that key components of ethnic identity development are present in
African-American children prior to adolescence. There have been empirical findings that
suggest that African-American children are capable ofaccurately identifying with their
ethnic group as early as three years. For mis reason and the potential for influencing
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healthy identity development in pre-adolescence, 9 to 12 years is the age chosen for
participants in this study.
G. Research Questions
The cultural and identity variables previously described are expected to provide
insight into the drug attitudes ofyoung African-American males. Cultural strength and
cultural difference approaches have been advanced as challenges to frequently promoted
ideas of cultural deficiency and pathology. The specific research questions and
hypotheses proposed in this study are as follows:
Research Question 1: Will there be a statistically significant relationship between
drug attitudes and Afrocentric values?
Hypothesis 1: There will be no statistically significant relationship between drug
attitudes and Afrocentric values.
Research Question 2: Will there be a statistically significant relationship between
drug attitudes and ethnic identity?
Hypothesis 2: There will be no statistically significant relationship drug attitudes
and ethnic identity.
Research Question 3: Will there be a statistically significant relationship between
drug attitudes and the spirituality component ofthe concept of Afrocentric values?
Hypothesis 3: There will be no statistically significant relationship between drug
attitudes and the spirituality component of the concept ofAfrocentric values.
Research Question 4: Will there be a statistically significant relationship between
the collectivity and spirituality components of the concept of Afrocentric values?
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Hypothesis 4: There will be no statistically significant relationship between the
collectivity and spirituality components ofthe concept ofAfrocentric values.
Research Question 5: Is there a significant amount ofvariance in the drug
attitudes ofyoung African-American males that can be attributed to Afrocentric values
and ethnic identity?
Hypothesis 5: Afrocentric values and ethnic identity will not account for a




The method and procedures that were used to conduct and design this exploratory
study are presented in this section. These topics include sampling, data collection
procedures, measurements ofthe variables, validity and reliability, and methods of data
analysis. The research design incorporated qualitative and quantitative measurement
components. A sequential model for linking the qualitative and quantitative approaches
was utilized. The qualitative methods served for the first stage ofknowledge-building to
discover and clarify key issues and constructs for subsequent study using formal
structured methods (National Institute of Health, 1999).
Proceduresfor Sampling and Data Collection
To collect the data for this research, approval from the Clark Atlanta University
institutional review board was sought and received. A focus group, interviews, and
instrument administrations were conducted with 61 residents from University Homes, a
public housing project in the West End community ofAtlanta. The resident association
members ofUniversity Homes were approached during two oftheir meetings.
Presentations were made and the residents talked to before and after these monthly
meetings about the focus ofthe research. Some of the members ofthis association agreed
to assist with the identification of appropriate participants for the study. African-
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American male youth between the ages of9 and 12 and their parents were sought
A sample consent form that describes the purpose ofthe research, identifies the
researcher, and describes risks and confidentiality parameters ofthe research that was
shared with resident association members and given to the parents, guardians, and the
youth participants selected for study appears in Appendix I. A set of instructions for
contacting the principal investigator and obtaining the monetary incentive was also
included in the consent form.
Two college students were identified and trained to serve as research assistants.
Each student received at least 5 hours oftraining. This training consisted of an overview
ofthe study that outlined the problem statement, summarized the literature, and described
the measurement procedures. The specifics ofthe consent form and each instrument
were explained and a practice session was conducted. The role ofthe college students
was to assist in the facilitation ofthe focus group, administration of instruments, and
overall data collection. Instructions on the research protocol were provided to the
research assistants and included the following:
(1) the steps to follow for identifying and selecting the participants,
(2) guidelines for facilitating focus groups,
(3) the procedures for administering the instruments and collecting the data while
minimizing bias, and
(4) information on the protection ofhuman research subjects.
A sample ofbetween 75 and 100 subjects was pursued in an attempt to enhance the
ability ofthe researcher to use robust quantitative research methods. Environmental
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constraints such as suspicion ofcommunity outsiders, previous unpleasant experiences
with researchers, and the challenges of survival with limited resources may have
contributed to a smaller sample size than anticipated. The absence oftelephones and
repeated missed appointments by the participants may have also influenced mis outcome.
Qualitative Research
A sub-sample of eight participants was identified for the qualitative portion ofthis
study. This relatively small sample size was identified partially due to the complexity
involved in efficiently facilitating and collecting data from focus groups composed of
youth at this chronological age and developmental level. On two consecutive Saturdays
in December the University Homes community center data was utilized to collect the
qualitative data from the sub-sample via focus group discussions. In addition, by
interview and via a demographic questionnaire (Appendix II), each sub-sample member
and their caregiver (parent or guardian) was engaged in an effort to obtain demographic
and socio-cultural information.
The eight youth participants in the sub-sample were initially given the Favorable
Attitudes Toward Drug Use Scale (FATDUS). This was followed by their participation
in the focus group (Appendix III). The focus group discussions concluded in
approximately 50 minutes. The FATDUS and all the instruments were read aloud in
addition to the participants having a copy to read and complete. This was done to
enhance understanding and reliability. The administration ofthese instruments required
approximately another 50 minutes. The Communal Orientation Scale (COS) (Appendix
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IV), Spirituality Orientation Scale (SOS) (Appendix V), and the Multi-Group Ethnic
Identity Measure (Appendix VI) were administered after the facilitation of the focus
group. There were two separate focus group meetings with the eight participants. The
second one was primarily a follow-up session to present and confirm the data from the
first session. This was done to enhance the reliability ofthe qualitative research.
The additional 58 young African-American males in the study were all given the
FATDUS, SOS, and MEIM in that order between December 12,2002, and March 12,
2003. These instruments were administered by the principal researcher and the research
assistants in the participants' homes after the written permission of the legal guardian was
secured in writing. The demographic questionnaire designed to capture demographic and
socio-cultural information was primarily completed by the parents and guardians via
face-to-face interviews. The youth participants frequently contributed information.
Measurement ofDependent Variable
The dependent variable ofthis study—drug attitudes—was measured by the
FATDUS. The test was developed by the Center for Substance Abuse Prevention (CASA,
1993). It includes four items presented in the Likert scale format on a scale where scores
range from 1 to 4. Low scores reflect unhealthy attitudes toward drug use. Belgrave et al.
(1994) used a similar instrument, Favorable Attitudes Toward Drugs Test (FATDT) in
their preliminary study ofthe influence ofAfricentric values, self-esteem, and black
identity on drug attitudes among African-American fifth graders. They found internal
consistency ofthe scale to be .73 per Cronbach's alpha. In the Belgrave et al. (2000)
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study, the FATDT was again used to test the dependent variable drug attitudes. A
Cronbach's reliability coefficient of .71 was found for this sample of fourth through six
graders. In this present study the Cronbach's reliability coefficient for the FATDUS was
.78. This is a stronger degree ofreliability than for the similar studies ofthis nature that
were reviewed.
Measurement ofIndependent Variables
There are two independent variables in this study: (1) Afrocentric values and (2)
ethnic identity. The Afrocentric values variable contained two components, collectivity
and spirituality. For Afrocentric values, the combined level of collectivity orientation
and spirituality orientation are hypothesized to be correlated to the drug attitudes ofthe
youth. The Cultural Questionnaire for Children (CQC) was designed by Jagers and Mock
(1993) to measure an Afrocultural social ethos that is defined as a combination of
spiritual, communal, and affective orientations of people ofAfrican descent. A unique
design feature ofthis scale is the utilization of a series ofvignettes that describes the
attitudes and behavior of the actor. The Communal Orientation Scale (COS) and
Spirituality Orientation Scale (SOS), components ofthe CQC, were utilized in this study
to measure collectivity and spirituality, respectively. The COS has three vignettes that
are accompanied by four items each and scores range from 1 to 4. The scores on items 3
and 4 ofthe three sections that comprise the COS are combined to measure collectivity.
Low scores reflect low levels of collectivity. The SOS has one vignette and four items.
The combined scores on items 3 and 4 (score range 1 to 4) measure spirituality. Low
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scores reflect low levels of spirituality. The Cronbach alpha reliability coefficient ofthe
COS was .82 and the SOS was .71. These coefficients appear to be appropriate for a
study that is ofthis design. The .71 coefficient for the SOS is appropriate given this is a
new instrument that the author is still testing.
The Multigroup Ethnic Identity Measure (MEIM) developed by Phinney (1992)
was used in mis study to measure ethnic identity. It was developed in an attempt to
measure ethnic identity development ofall racial groups. The scale is designed to
measure: (a) self-identification as a group member, (b) ethnic behaviors and practices, (c)
affirmation or a sense ofbelonging to a group, and (d) the attitude one has toward other
ethnic groups as components ofethnic identity. It has been used in a simplified form
with pre-adolescents with varying success (Reese & Vera, 1998). The reliability
coefficients have consistently been in the low .80s with this measure. The Cronbach
alpha reliability coefficient for this study sample was .81.
Validity
Another important methodological consideration in this study was the validity of
the instruments. There are several ways to determine how well an instrument
approximates the concept or construct it was designed to measure (Montcalm & Royse,
2002). A content validity measure was used to examine the FATDUS, COS, SOS, and
the MEIM. The panel of experts that reviewed the content ofthe instruments all agreed
that the FATDUS, CQC, and the MEIM appeared to be appropriate measures to examine
the variables as operationalized in this study. The SOS that measured spirituality
84
unexpectedly did not correlate to similar measures ofculture in the study. The
correlation with ethnic identity was r = -. 12 and with collectivity the correlation was r =
. 169. The instrument may need to be refined as this instrument appears to be addressing a
limited portion ofthe concept of spirituality in young African-American males. It is
comprised of four items but only two are utilized to measure spirituality. These two
items address a beliefin God and respect for human beings as spiritual creatures. Belief
in the presence of ancestors, the power ofprayer, and involvement ofchildren in church
are other potential sources ofevidence of spiritual orientation in children (Boykin &
Ellison, 1995). A concept mapping process that can be effective in construct clarification
could be helpful in the development ofa more effective instrument. An outline for the
process follows.
Concept Mapping
Concept mapping is a research method that can be used with any individual or
group to describe their ideas about some topic in a pictorial form (Trochim, 1989). The
different types ofmethods that use these principles all have names like "concept
mapping," "mental mapping," or "concept webbing." The type of concept mapping that
could be utilized differs in the following ways:
(1) It is a group process, the other methods work primarily with individuals.
(2) A very structured approach will be facilitated by trained facilitators that work
with the sample groups and help them articulate its ideas and understand them
more clearly.
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(3) Multivariate statistical methods will be used to analyze the input from all of
the individuals and provide an aggregate group product via specialized computer
programs that can handle the data from this type ofprocess and accomplish the
correct analysis and mapping procedures.
Concept mapping is a research method that is useful for social researchers who
are developing ideas for research. It can be valuable when researchers want to involve
relevant participant groups in the act ofcreating the research concepts. Concept mapping
can be used for many purposes, but it could be particularly useful in the development ofa
more effective instrument to measure spirituality in children.
This research method has the potential to contribute valuable qualitative
information about the factors that influence the development of spirituality in African-
American male youth. Concept mapping is generally a structured process that focuses on
a topic or construct of interest, involves incorporating input from one or more
participants, and produces an interpretable pictorial view (concept map) of their ideas and
concepts and how they are interrelated. Concept mapping appears particularly
compatible with an Afrocentric paradigm in that people are challenged to think more
effectively as a group without losing their individuality.
Data Analysis
The data characteristics and research methods affected the choice of statistical
techniques. The choices were influenced by the level ofmeasurement, the methods used
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in sampling, and the characteristics of the research population (Singleton & Straits,
1999).
The following research questions about the relationships between Afrocentric
values, ethnic identity, and drug attitudes in young African-American males were
answered:
Research Question 1: Will there be a statistically significant relationship between
drug attitudes and Afrocentric values?
Hypothesis 1: There will be no statistically significant relationship between drug
attitudes and Afrocentric values.
Research Question 2: Will there be a statistically significant relationship between
drug attitudes and ethnic identity?
Hypothesis 2: There will be no statistically significant relationship drug attitudes
and ethnic identity.
Research Question 3: Will there be a statistically significant relationship between
drug attitudes and the spirituality component ofthe concept ofAfrocentric values?
Hypothesis 3: There will be no statistically significant relationship between drug
attitudes and the spirituality component ofthe concept of Afrocentric values.
Research Question 4: Will there be a statistically significant relationship
between the collectivity and spirituality components ofthe concept of Afrocentric
values?
Hypothesis 4: There will be no statistically significant relationship between the
collectivity and spirituality components ofthe concept ofAfrocentric values.
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Research Question 5: Is there a significant amount ofvariance in the drug
attitudes ofyoung African-American males that can be attributed to Afrocentric values
and ethnic identity?
Hypothesis 5: Afrocentric values and ethnic identity will not account for a
significant amount ofthe variance in the drug attitudes in young African-American
males.
To analyze the hypotheses in this study, a combination of descriptive and
inferential statistics were proposed to analyze the data at the univariate, bivariate, and
multivariate statistical levels. The determination ofwhich statistical procedure to use in
analysis depends, in part, on the level ofmeasurement or type of data (Montcalm &
Royse, 2002). At the univariate level, except for the categorical variables, mean, median,
mode, standard deviation, and percentages were utilized. At the bivariate level, the
Pearson r correlation coefficient was utilized to test the validity ofhypothesis 1,
hypothesis 2, hypothesis 3, and hypothesis 4. As is frequently done in the social
sciences, some ofthe ordinal level data was treated as interval data for the purpose of
analysis. Partially because social workers deal with and measure abstract concepts such
as culture, values, and identity, there is no standardized dividing line between ordinal and
interval data (Montcalm & Royse, 2002).
Binary logistic regression analysis was used to test the validity of Hypothesis 5.
This analysis allowed for the determination of any combined predictor relationship
between the independent variables and the dependent variable. The variance in the two
components ofthe Afrocentric values (collectivity and spirituality) was also determined.
Qualitative analysis was added to this exploratory study to add depth of
understanding about how young African-American males think and feel about cultural
constructs. This is ofparticular importance in this study and in general when there is
limited knowledge ofthe research topics or a phenomenon like culture (Strauss & Corbin,
1990). This approach could provide additional information about inherent cultural
strengths that cannot easily be gotten through the use of instruments that result in
quantitative data alone. The combination of qualitative and quantitative research allows
fuller contextualized research for ongoing discovery and identification of emergent
phenomena (National Institute ofHealth's Culture and Qualitative Research Interest
Group, 1999).
The qualitative research specifically sought information about the participant's
perceptions of collectivity, spiritually, and ethnic identity as they relate to black people.
The term "black people" was chosen as one that would be better understood by the
participants. The focus groups that were a part of this qualitative analysis, along with
some ofthe written responses ofthe caregivers, resulted in narrative data that will be
discussed.
The following questions were asked of each youth participant during their
participation in focus groups.
1. What do you think is important about black people?
2. What types of things do you like doing with other people?
3. What type ofthings do you do by yourself?
4. Do you look out for family or friends?
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5. Do you think your family or friends look out for you?
6. Is it important for black people to look out for each other?
The data that came from the focus group was recorded with the assistance oftwo
research assistants who directly observed interactions and recorded responses. The
information was checked for reliability in a follow-up focus group with the participants.
This follow up contributed to the systematic classification ofthe conceptual themes and
their characteristics. This process was focused and included a synthesizing ofthe data
into the most relevant categories, a critical task in qualitative research (Wolcott, 2001).
The researcher and the assistants utilized a categorization process that separated
each ofthe eight participants' responses to the six questions onto number coded cards.
The responses were then separated into lists according to the commonality ofpatterns.
The follow-up focus group with the participants contributed to the comparative method
utilized to identify themes.
hi conclusion, the research design allowed for the examination ofthe collective,
relative, and separate relationships ofthe variables. The combination of quantitative and
qualitative analysis allowed for an investigation ofthe relationships between the




This study provides an exploratory analysis ofthe influence of the cultural
variables Afrocentric values and ethnic identity on the drug attitudes ofyoung African-
American males. Previous studies that examined the influence of Afrocentric values and
identity on the drug attitudes ofpre-adolescent African-American boys influenced the
design ofthis study (Belgrave et al., 1994; Belgrave et al., 2000). The results ofthese
studies revealed evidence of some relationships between these variables but also
acknowledged some limitations. The findings ofthis present study also revealed
evidence ofsome relationships between the cultural variables and the drug attitudes of
young African-American males in the context of some limitations.
This chapter presents the findings ofthe present study. The findings are
organized into six sections.
A. Demographic profile
B. Socio-cultural profile
C. Univariate data analyses
D. Hypotheses bivariate analyses




The typical child respondent of the study was 10 years of age, in the fourth grade
with two siblings in the household. He lives with his 33-year-old mother who has an
eleventh grade education. He sees his father at least every 3 months and some other male
role model daily. His average household income is $6,000 per year. His mother believes
it is important for him to know about African-American history, protect the African-
American community, and believe in God.
A. Demographic Profile
This section provides a demographic profile of the study respondents. Descriptive
statistics such as frequencies, percentages, and measures of central tendency were used to
present this profile. The demographic characteristics considered for this sample were
caregiver's age, years of caregiver education, annual income, gender of caregiver,
number ofboys in household, boy's age, and boy's school grade. Table 5 presents the
demographic data ofthe respondents.
Table 5












































Eleven ofthe 61 caregivers were grandmothers, 49 were mothers and 1 was a




















was 33 with the most frequent age being 30. Approximately 11% ofthe caregivers were
between the ages of41 and 61.
Eleven was the mean year of education reported by the caregivers, with the most
frequent response being 12 years of education. Approximately 80% ofthe caregivers
indicated they completed between 9 and 12 years of education.
The mean household income level reported was in the $0-9,999 range and this
was also the most frequent response. Seventy-two percent ofthe respondents indicated
their household income was in this range. Ninety percent ofthe respondents indicated
their household income was between $0 and $19,999.
The number ofboys in the households ranged from one to four and 98% ofthe
households had between one and three boys. Approximately 38% ofthe households had
one boy between 9 and 12 as a member. The mean age was 10 and the mean grade ofthe
boys in school was the fourth grade.
B. Socio-Cultural Profile
This section provides a socio-cultural profile ofthe study respondents.
Descriptive statistics such as frequencies, percentages, and measures ofcentral tendency
were used to present this profile. The socio-cultural characteristics considered for this
sample were spirituality, father's presence, other male role models' presence,
relationships of male role models, frequency of other male role model presence, African-
American history, and African-American community. Table 6 presents the socio-cultural
information about the study's participants. The questions related to spirituality, African-
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American history, and the African-American community were particularly relevant to the
independent variable Afrocentric values.
At least 97% ofthe caregivers responded yes when asked if it was important for
their boys to believe in God, know about African-American history, and protect the
African-American community. The only respondent that did not answer yes failed to
make any response.
Information on the presence ofthe father or other male role model ofthe young
African-American males in this study was obtained by asking the caregivers how often
the boys saw their father or other male role model. The responses indicate approximately
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Note. A "0" under the variable column represents a blank response to the question.
C. Univariate Data Analysis
1. Drug Attitudes
Hypothesis 1 states, there will be no statistically significant relationship between
drag attitudes and Afrocentric values in the young African-American males ofthe
sample. An analysis ofthis hypothesis requires a univariate analysis ofthe dependent
variable of this hypothesis. Drug attitudes were measured in this study using the
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FATDUS. The scale included four questions, one each about alcohol, cigarettes,
marijuana, and a group of other illegal drugs (LSD, cocaine, amphetamines, and so forth).
The possible responses ranged from (4) Very wrong, (3) Wrong, (2) A little bit wrong,
and (1) Not wrong at all. The responses were given a corresponding ordinal value
ranging from four to one respectively. As reflected in Table 7, the majority of
respondents indicated using any of the drugs at their age was very wrong. The potential
composite score range for all items on this scale was 4 to 16. The actual scores ranged
from 10 to 16 with a mean of 15.1 and a standard deviation of 1.6.
As Figure 1 indicates, the scores clustered toward the high end.
10.00 11.00 12.00 13.00 14.00 15.00 16.00
Scale Score
Figure 1. Favorable Attitude Toward Drug Use Scale
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Table 7
Dependent Variable (Drug Attitudes) (N=61)
Variable
Item 1. Alcohol Use
Not wrong at all




Standard Deviation = 0.67
Item 2. Cigarette Use




Standard Deviation = 0.51
Item 3. Marijuana Use




Standard Deviation = 0.52
Item 4. LSD, Cocaine, Amphetamines, etc. use


































The summary of responses regarding the dependent variable follows. Table 7
indicates that approximately 79% of the boys thought using alcohol was very wrong.
Alternatively, approximately 2% indicated it was not wrong at all. Seventy-seven
percent of the respondents indicated using cigarettes was very wrong and approximately
3% indicated it was a little wrong. Eighty-two percent of the respondents indicated using
marijuana was very wrong, and approximately 5% indicated it was a little bit wrong.
Ninety-five percent of the respondents indicated that someone their age using LSD,
cocaine, amphetamines, and so forth was very wrong and approximately 2% indicated it
was a little bit wrong.
2. Healthy versus Unhealthy
The dependent variable, drug attitudes, was also analyzed as a dichotomous
variable. Table 8 shows the findings when a response of not wrong or a little bit
wrong is categorized as an unhealthy drug attitude and a response ofwrong or very
wrong is categorized as a healthy drug attitude.
While there was not a great degree of variance in this variable, the standard
deviation diminished from 0.24 for the first drug category (alcohol) to 0.12 for the
last (LSD, cocaine, amphetamines, etc.).
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Table 8
Dichotomous Dependent Variable (N = 61)
Variables Frequency/Percent
Drag Category
Attitude toward alcohol use
Attitude toward cigarettes use
Attitude toward marijuana use






Although the age range ofthe young African-American males in this study is
9 through 12, two sub-samples were also created of 9- and 10-year-olds and 11- and
12-year-olds respectively. Some differences were found among groups within this
range when the frequencies oftwo separate age groups within the sample were
analyzed. The group mean score on the FATDUS for 9- and 10-year-olds was 15.3
and the standard deviation was 1.3. For the 11- and 12-year-olds the mean was 15
and the standard deviation was 1.8. These age differences were also examined with
drag attitudes transformed to a dichotomous variable. The results ofthose with
healthy drag attitudes are presented in Figure 2. Overall the 9- and 10-year-olds in
this sample have higher percentages of individuals with healthy drag attitudes than





' Q11 & 12yrolds
Q9& 10 yr olds 85._3 77.8 88.2
ei1&12yrolds 70.4 76.5 J*l j36;?
Alcohol Cigarette Marijuana LSD, etc.
Figure 2. Healthy Attitudes Toward Drug Use
3. Afrocentric Values
Afrocentric values is the independent variables in Hypothesis 1. This one
independent variable includes two components, collectivity and spirituality. The Cultural
Questionnaire for Children (Jager & Mock, 1993) is the instrument utilized to measure
the two components of this variable. The two scales used in this study were the
Communal Orientation Scale and the Spiritual Orientation Scale. Each scale included
vignettes and items in Likert format.
(a) Communal Orientation Scale (COS)
The COS is utilized to measure the collectivity component of the Afrocentric
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values independent variable. This scale includes three vignettes. The COS included a
vignette that described a boy (Carl) that likes to be around other people. Four items were
included but the author ofthe scales indicated that only the last two pertained to the level
of communal orientation. The higher the score on this scale, the higher the level of
collectivity orientation. The potential communal orientation score range is 2 to 8 (items 3
and 4 only) for each vignette. The actual communal orientation score range was also 2 to
8. The mean score was 5.96 for the first vignette (Table 9).
Table 9
Independent Variable (Afrocentric Values) (N = 61)
Communal Orientation Vignette 1
Variable Frequency %
Item 3 = Carl is like me.










♦Standard Deviation =1.68 _
* Items 3 and 4 combined
The second vignette ofthe COS describes Candance as someone who likes


















relate to measuring a level of collectivity. The mean response for this vignette was 6.34
(Table 10).
Table 10
Independent Variable (AJrocentric Values) (N = 61)
Communal Orientation Vignette 2
Variable Frequency Percent
Item 3 = Candance is like me.










♦Standard Deviation = 1.61 .
♦Items 3 and 4 combined
The third vignette in the COS describes Rashid and his feelings of closeness to




















Independent Variable (Afrocentric Values)(N=61)
Communal Orientation Vignette 3
Variable Frequency Percent
Item 3 = Rashid is me.










♦Standard Deviation = 1.41
♦Items 3 and 4 combined
(b) Collectivity Orientation Level
The collectivity component ofthe Afrocentric values variable is measured
by totaling the items following the three vignettes of the COS. This results in a
composite score that reflects the level of collectivity on a continuum. The lowest
level of collectivity as reflected by a score on the COS would be within the first
percentile while a high level would be reflected by a score within the fourth



























1st Percentile 6.0-16.0; 2nd Percentile 17.0-18.0; 3W Percentile 19.0-20.0; 4m Peicentile 21.0-24.0
Figure 3. Collectivity Orientation Level
Approximately 25% ofthe young African-American males in this sample fall
within the first percentile. Table 12 also indicates that approximately 29% ofthe
sample members were within the fourth percentile, correspondingly the highest
level of collectivity orientation. The mean score on the measure of collectivity
was 18.63 and the standard deviation was 3.63.
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Table 12
















































(c) Spiritual Orientation Scale (SOS)
This scale includes one vignette that describes the beliefs of a boy (Fred) about
God and spirituality. Four items are included in this scale but per the scale designer
(Jager & Mock, 1993), only the last two items pertained to the level of spiritual
orientation. The potential score range was 2 to 8 and the actual range was 4 to 8. The
mean score was 6.75 (see Table 13).
Table 13
Independent Variable (Afrocentric Values) (N = 61)
Spiritual Orientation Vignette
Variable Frequency Percent
Item 3 = Fred is me.








* Mean = 6.75
*Standard Deviation =1.17
♦Items 3 and 4 together
(d) Spiritual Orientation Level
The spirituality component ofthe Afrocentric values variable as measured by
















spirituality on a continuum. The lowest level of spirituality as reflected by a score on the
SOS would be within the first percentile, while a high level would be reflected by a score






1st Percentile 4-5; 2nd Percentile 6-6.50; 3rd Percentile 7-7.50; 4th Percentile 8-9
Figure 4. Spirituality Orientation
Approximately 18% ofthe young African-American males in this sample fall within the
first percentile. Figure 4 also indicates that approximately 34% of the sample members
within the fourth percentile and correspondingly the highest level of spiritual
were
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orientation. The mean score on the measure of spirituality was 6.75 and the standard
deviation 1.17 (Table 14).
Table 14
















(e) Afrocentric Values Level
The independent variable Afrocentric values incorporates collectivity and
spirituality as measured by the COS and the SOS ofthe Cultural Questionnaire for
Children. The scores on the COS and SOS were combined to create a composite score
that represents a level of Afrocentric values. The correlation coefficient for these two
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components was r = .169. Figure 5 shows the results ofthe univariate analysis for this
variable. The potential score range is 8 to 32. The actual range was 14 to 32.
Approximately 28% indicated a high level ofAfrocentric values evidenced by a score in
the fourth percentile. Approximately 23% indicated a low level of Afrocentric values
evidenced by a score in the first percentile. The remaining members ofthe sample
(49.2%) show a moderate level ofAfrocentric values, evidenced by scores within the
second or third percentile.
12
14.00 17.00 19.00 21.00 23.00 25.00 27.00 29.00 32.00
16.00 18.00 20.00 22.00 24.00 26.00 28.00 30.00
Score Scale
First Percentile 14-22; 2nd Percentile 23-25; 3rd Percentile 26-27; 4th Percentile 28-32
Figure 5. Afrocentric Values Levels
(f) Multigroup Ethnic Identity Measure (MEIM)
The second independent variable is ethnic identity and it is measured via the
Multigroup Ethnic Identity Measure (MEIM). This is operationalized as the level of
understanding about ethnic identity present in this sample of young African-American
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males. The MEIM consists of 14 items that contribute to three primary subscales that
examine different aspects of ethnic identity. The items are structured in 4-point Likert
scale format and the possible responses range from (4) strongly agree, (3) somewhat
agree, (2) somewhat disagree, and (1) strongly disagree.
Table 15a includes information on the respondents' agreement on the importance
of spending time on group activities as reflected in item one. The largest standard
deviation in this section was in item two related to the respondents being active in group
organizations.
The standard deviation on item eight was indicative of moderate variance among the
respondents about the importance of ethnicity in their life (Table 15b). The largest
standard deviation in this section was on item ten and showed variance regarding time
spent learning about ethnic group.
Item thirteen indicated variance among respondents around talking to other people
to learn about their ethnic group (Table 15c). The largest variance in this section was
regarding participation in cultural practices of their ethnic group.
The largest standard deviation in the last section was regarding feelings of strong
attachment to one's ethnic group as reflected in item eighteen (Table 15d).
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Table 15a
Ethnic Identity Overall Level (N = 61)
Variable







Standard Deviation = 0.86















Standard Deviation = 0.90












































Ethnic Identity Overall Level (N = 61)
Variable







Standard Deviation = 0.70







Standard Deviation = 1.00




















































Ethnic Identity Overall Level (N = 61)
Variable








Standard Deviation = 0.85







Standard Deviation = 0.96
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Ethnic Identity Overall Level (N = 61)
Variable







Standard Deviation = 0.98


























As conceptualized in this study and consistent with the findings ofthe MEIM's
author Phinney (1992), a single score indicating an overall level of ethnic identity is of
primary interest. Ethnic identity is conceptualized as a process of achievement that is a
continuous variable. It ranges from a low level of ethnic identity indicated by of lack of
interest, awareness, and clarity to a high level indicated by exploration, commitment, and
role clarity. The total score that is derived to obtain this overall measure of ethnic
identity includes items 1,2,3,5,6, 8R, 10R, 11,12,13,14,16,18 and 20. The total
score range of 1 to 4 reflects the overall measure of ethnic identity where 1 indicates a
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low level ofethnic identity and 4 a high level of ethnic identity. This is derived by
reversing negative items that are indicated by "R," summing across items and obtaining
the mean. In cases where missing items were present, means are calculated on the non-
missing items (Phinney, 1992). As this relates to the overall levels of ethnic identity in
this population, Table 16 shows that approximately 30% ofthe sample's responses
indicated a high level of ethnic identity as evidenced by a score in the fourth percentile of
3.36 or greater. Approximately 24% indicated a low level of ethnic identity as evidenced
by a score in the first percentile of2.67 or less and approximately 46% ofthis sample
showed a moderate level of ethnic identity as evidenced by a score in the second or third
percentile and approximately 30% a high level of ethnic identity. The mean score was
2.97 and the standard deviation was 0.51. The frequency responses per item follow.
Table 16
















































Standard Deviation = 0.51
When the findings are analyzed according to age differences, of the respondents
that indicated a high level of ethnic identity 65% were 11 or 12 years old. Sixty-three
percent of the respondents with a moderate level ethnic identity were 9 or 10.
The MEIM allows for the measuring of four elements of the ethnic identity
variable in addition to the overall ethnic identity level. These four elements are common
to a wide range of ethnic groups (Phinney, 1990). The first element is self-identification,






































sample via an open-ended question that asked respondents to fill in the blank, "In terms
of ethnic group, I consider myself to be ." One hundred percent ofthe
respondents identified themselves as black or African American. Questions 21 through
23 asked the respondents to identify their ethnicity, mother's ethnicity, and father's
ethnicity from a list with seven options (Appendix IV). One hundred percent of the
respondents identified themselves and their parents as black or African-American.
The second element ofthe ethnic identity that was measured was affirmation and
belonging or feelings of belonging to an ethnic group as well as attitudes toward the
group. The affirmation and belonging subscale includes items 6,11,14,18 and 20. The
continuum level ofthis concept is obtained by summing across items and obtaining the
mean. The total score range is 1 to 4. Table 17 shows that approximately 33% of this
sample indicated a high level of affirmation and belonging, evidenced by a score of 3.60
or higher. Approximately 28% ofthis sample indicated a low level of affirmation and
belonging evidenced by a score of 2.80 or lower. Approximately 39% ofthis sample
shows a moderate level of ethnic identity evidenced by scores between 2.80 and 3.60.
The mean score was 2.87 and the standard deviation was 0.47.
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Table 17










































The third element of ethnic identity that was measured is ethnic identity
achievement, which refers to a secure sense of self. This subscale includes items 1, 3, 5,
8R, 1 OR, 12, and 13. The continuum level of this concept is obtained by summing across
items and obtaining the mean. The total score range is 1 to 4. Table 18 shows that
approximately 31% of this sample indicated a high level of ethnic identity achievement
evidenced by a score of 3.14 or higher. Approximately 30% of this sample indicated a
low level of ethnic identity achievement evidenced by a score of 2.57 or lower.
Approximately 39% of this sample shows a moderate level of ethnic identity by scores
between 2.57 and 3.14. The mean score was 2.87 and the standard deviation was 0.47.
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Table 18














































The fourth element of ethnic identity that was measured is ethnic behaviors and
practices or involvement or participation in social activities with members of one's
group. This ethnic behavior subscale includes items 2 and 16. As with the other
elements, the continuum level ofthis concept is obtained by summing across items and
obtaining the mean. Again, the total score range is 1 to 4. Table 19 shows mat
approximately 41% ofthis sample indicated a high level of ethnic behaviors and practices
as evidenced by a score of 3.5 or higher. Approximately 25% ofthis sample indicated a
low level of ethnic behaviors and practices as indicated by a score of 2.25 or lower.
Approximately 35% ofthis sample presented with a moderate level of ethnic behaviors
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and practices as evidenced by scores between 2.25 and 3.5. The mean score was 2.87 and
the standard deviation was 0.79.
Table 19




























D. Bivariate Hypotheses Analyses
1. Hypothesis 1
The data in Table 20 present the bivariate analyses for the independent variable
Afrocentric values and the dependent variable drug attitudes. The Pearson r correlation
coefficient was used to test the validity ofnull hypothesis 1 which stated, there will be no
statistically significant relationship between drug attitudes andAfrocentric values.
The Pearson r correlation coefficient for drug attitudes and Afrocentric values
was analyzed and found not to be significantly correlated at r = -.003. Therefore, the null
hypothesis 1 cannot be rejected.
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The Pearson r correlation coefficient was also used to test the validity ofnull
hypothesis 2, there will be no statistically significant relationship between drug attitudes
and ethnic identity. The Pearson r correlation coefficient for drug attitudes and ethnic
identity was analyzed and found not to be significantly correlated at r = .075. Therefore,
the null hypothesis 2 cannot be rejected. Both correlations coefficients were slight. In
regard to the strength ofthe correlations, correlations coefficients less than 0.20 are
considered to be slight or inconsequential (Montcalm & Royse, 2002).
Table 20
































♦♦Correlation is significant at 0.01 level (two tailed)
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2. Hypothesis 3
In regard to null hypothesis 3, which stated, there will be no statistically
significant relationship between the spirituality component ofAfrocentric values and
drug attitudes. The Pearson r correlation coefficient was again used. As indicated in
Table 21, the resulting correlation test statistic, r = .217, > .05 describes a statistically
significant correlation considered small or low and (Montcalm & Royse, 2002).
Therefore null hypothesis 3 is rejected.
Table 21



















































Hypothesis 4 stated, there will be no statistically significant relationship between
the collectivity and spirituality components ofthe concept ofAfrocentric values. The
Pearson r correlation coefficient was used to analyze the correlation ofthe collectivity
component ofAfrocentric values along with its spirituality component. As shown in
Table 21, a strong relationship was not found to exist between these two components, r. =
.169. The correlation is slight or inconsequential and is not statistically significantly.
Therefore null hypothesis 4 cannot be rejected.
4. Additional Bivariate Analyses
Related findings were the individual correlations ofthe collectivity and
spirituality components of Afrocentric values with ethnic identity. As Table 21 indicates,
collectivity and ethnic identity were moderately correlated, r = .394 (Montcalm & Royse,
2002). This relationship was also found to be statistically significant at the 0.01 level.
The correlation between spirituality and ethnic identity was slight or inconsequential and
not statistically significant These finding will be addressed in later discussion.
In addition, the sample was split into a sub-sample including 9- and 10-year-olds
(n = 34) in one group and 11- and 12-year-olds (n = 27) in the other group. The Pearson r
correlation coefficient for the 9- and 10-year-olds indicated ethnic identity, r = .286, >.O5
was significantly correlated with drug attitudes. For the 11- and 12-year-old members of
the sample (n = 34), spirituality, r = .430, >.05, was significantly correlated to drug
attitudes. The strength ofthe correlation was moderate.
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(a) Grade Differences and Correlations
Findings that warrant discussion later were also found when the study's sample
was split into those boys within the second to fourth grade range (n = 33) and the fifth to
seventh grade range (n = 28). The Pearson r correlation coefficient for the second to
fourth graders indicated ethnic identity was significantly correlated to drug attitudes, r =
.300, p < .05, although the strength ofthe correlation was small. Collectivity was also
significantly correlated to spirituality, r = .302, p < .05.
For the fifth to seventh grade members ofmis sample, spirituality was
significantly correlated, r = .398, p < .05 with drug attitudes and the relationship was
moderate. It was also found that Afrocentric values was significantly correlated with
spirituality, r = .376, p<.01.
(b) Caregiver Age Differences
Other findings that will be discussed later include those that were analyzed when
the sample was split into a sub-sample of caregivers 35 or older (n = 17) and those with
caregivers under 35 (n = 44). The Pearson r correlation coefficients for the boys with
caregivers over 35 indicated ethnic identity, r = .682, p < .05; Afrocentric values, r =
.680, p < .05; and collectivity, r = .679, p < .05 were all significantly correlated with drug
attitudes. The strength of all coefficients was moderately strong. For boys with
caregivers under 35, Afrocentric values, r = -.341, p < .05 was significantly correlated, r
= -.341, with drug attitudes.
E. Multivariate Hypothesis Analysis
The purpose ofthis analysis was to test the validity of null hypothesis 5, which
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stated that, Afrocentric values and ethnic identity will not accountfor a significant
amount ofthe variance in the drug attitudes. To test this hypothesis, it was proposed that
multiple regression analysis (stepwise) would be utilized. However, this level ofmeasure
was not possible due in part to the lack ofnormality, linearity, and homoscedasticity in
the data. Binary logistic regression was utilized in an attempt to learn more about the
relationships between the variables in this study. Unlike other multiple regression
techniques, it does not require the same assumptions regarding normality, linearity, and
homoscedasticity. The dependent variable data was converted into a dichotomous form
of either healthy drug attitudes (drug use is wrong) or unhealthy drug attitude (drug use is
not wrong). Forward logistic regression was conducted to determine which independent
variable (Afrocentric values or ethnic identity) separately or in combination accounted
for drug attitudes in this study's young African-American males. It also allowed for the
prediction ofmembership into one oftwo groups, in this case healthy or unhealthy drug
attitudes. This logistic regression analysis, as shown in Table 22, indicated mat virtually
none ofthe variance in drug attitudes was explained by the combination of Afrocentric
values and ethnic identity. Separately, Afrocentric values and ethnic identity also failed




Logistic Regression Analysis Afrocentric Values and Ethnic Identity (N = 61)
Predicate* B WALD df Odds Ratio Sig.
Afrocentric Values 0.52 0.096 2 L054 0756
Ethnic Identity -.074 0.536 2 0.928 0.464
Cox&Snell .010
R Square
An additional logistic regression analysis was also conducted with collectivity,
spirituality (components of Afrocentric values), and ethnic identity (Table 23). The
findings indicated that these variables accounted for approximately 18% ofthe variance
in drug attitudes among the young African-American males in this study. Further
examination ofthe logistic regression analysis showed that separately the spirituality
component ofAfrocentric values accounted for approximately 11% ofthe variance in
drug attitudes. The findings also indicated that the collectivity component of Afrocentric
values alone accounted for virtually none ofthe variance in drug attitudes. It should be
noted that regression results indicated the overall models ofpredictors were not
statistically reliable in distinguishing healthy and unhealthy drug attitudes. However, the
logistic regression for these independent variables and Afrocentric value components




Logistic Regression Analysis Spirituality, Collectivity and Ethnic Identity (N = 61)
Predicate* B WALD df Odds Ratio Sig.
Ethnic 0122 0511 1 U30 0471
Identity
Spirituality 3.371 2.909 1 29.112 0.088
Collectivity -.883 2.082 1 0.418 0.149
Cox & Snell R Square . 177
E. Qualitative Analysis
Eight ofthe sample's 61 participants contributed to the focus groups. Four ofthe
consistent themes that resulted from the qualitative data from these participants include:
(1) contributions by black people, (2) popularity of group activities, (3) danger in
neighborhoods, and (4) looking out for family and friends. Three themes present in the
demographic questionnaire completed by the caregivers were also analyzed. They all
relate to the young African-American male youth in the study and include protecting the
African-American community, the importance of African-American history, and the
importance ofbelieving in God.
1. Contributions by Black People
The first theme that evolved was the importance attributed to contributions made
by black people to the world in general and the United States specifically, such as the
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inventor ofthe light bulb and astronauts who traveled into space. Two ofthe participants
spoke ofthese positive contributions to United States society and expressed pride in
being related to such people. As articulated by one participant, there was
acknowledgement that in addition to the positive contributions made by black people,
there were negative contributions to the United States society such as "shootings" in their
neighborhoods. This participant expressed a degree of anger regarding this reality.
Three ofthe participants were initially silent and not receptive to the researcher's request
for expression oftheir thoughts. There was a consistent unresponsiveness to requests for
feedback that was evident in these three participants for at least the first 15 minutes ofthe
first group. These were the youngest members ofthe group. It appeared that the older
boys were more vocal.
2. Popularity ofGroup Activities
The second theme that emerged was related to things the participants liked doing
with other people. In general the boys agreed they preferred to do things with other boys
near their age. Playing football was stated by five ofthe focus group participants as a
primary activity of group participation. All eight participants indicated that sports were
their number one collective activity. They indicated a fondness for being outside and
therefore enjoying outdoor activities played with friends or related peer groups. Family
members their age were also sometimes engaged in sports activities. Basketball was also
disclosed and acknowledged by several group members as an enjoyable activity
frequently engaged in by peers.
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3. Danger in Neighborhoods
The reality of danger in the neighborhood, the third theme, was identified as an
influence on the participant's abilities to do things with others or by themselves,
particularly outdoors. The participants spoke of gunfire and crime-related situations that
result in them engaging in activities alone versus being with others. The danger posed by
the criminal activity in their community was noted as an influential factor that impeded
the participants' opportunities to play together outside. When they were playing alone,
the participants engaged in video games (Grand Theft Auto), shooting baskets (solo
basketball), bike riding, watching television, and reading (Harry Potter). Five ofthe
focus group members stated a preference for activities that could be done with others.
There was input from all group members except one during the discussion related to this
theme.
4. Looking Out for Family, Friends, and the Black Community
The fourth emerging theme has three dimensions. The first dimension was the
importance of looking out for family. This was clarified by the participants as believing
it was important to support and protect their family members. One hundred percent of
the focus group members stated it was important to look out for family members.
Reasons given included, "...because without them (family) I wouldn't have anyone to
help me." Another youth indicated,".. .because they (family) will do the same thing for
you."
The second dimension of this theme was the willingness to look out' for friends,
as expressed by the participants. All but one of the focus group members indicated they
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sometimes look out for friends. One group member stated he had some bad experiences
related to friends "turning their back on [him]." There was reluctance to go into much
depth about what had happened. He admitted looking out for some of his friends if he
felt they would do the same for him. All but one of the participants discussed the
subjects related to them looking out for family and friends.
The final dimension ofthis theme focused on the importance ofblack people
looking out for one another. The majority ofthe focus group participants (n = 5)
indicated that it was important for black people to look out for each other for reasons
including "... because white people might try to hurt us," "because white people try to
take all the jobs," ".. .because when we were in slavery, black people looked out for each
other." One ofthe participants stated "no" to this question posed, but refused to clarify or
expand upon his response. There was also a lack ofresponse by one other participant.
5. Additional Qualitative Themes
The 61 caregivers were asked to respond to the question, "Is it important for your
children to protect the African-American community?" One hundred percent ofthe
respondents indicated mat protecting the African-American community was important, as
well as their children having knowledge about the African-American community. This
information came from the demographic questionnaire and was not systematically
followed up via interviews. It may, however, be important when considering
environmental (family) support for values that are consistent with African-American
culture and ethnic cohesion.
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While spirituality was not specifically addressed during the focus groups, an
overwhelming majority ofthe caregivers acknowledged its importance for their children
on their questionnaire. It appears likely that spirituality may be promoted in some form
by these caregivers.
CHAPTER VI
DISCUSSION AND IMPLICATIONS OF FINDINGS
This chapter will discuss the major and minor research findings as they relate to
the research questions and compare them to the previous literature. Second, the
limitations ofthe study will be discussed, thirdly implications for social work practice
will be examined, and in conclusion recommendations for future research will be offered.
The purpose ofthis exploratory study was to examine the relationship between
Afrocentric values, ethnic identity, and drug attitudes in young African-American males.
The study examined the collective, relative, and separate relationships between the
variables in African-American males between the ages of 9 and 12. The intent was to
identify a sample size of 100. Data collected from the University Homes public housing
project in Atlanta was utilized to construct a sample of 61 young African-American
males. A decision was made to proceed with this sample size due to the repeated
cancellation and inconsistent follow through on the part ofparticipants. The challenging
nature of surviving in this low income, crime-impacted community may have contributed
to this outcome.
The research questions were as follows:




2) Will there be a statistically significant relationship between drug attitudes and
ethnic identity?
3) Will there be a statistically significant relationship between drug attitudes and
the spirituality component ofthe concept ofAfrocentric values?
4) Will there be a statistically significant relationship between the collectivity and
spirituality components ofthe concept ofAfrocentric values?
5) Is there a significant amount ofvariance in the drug attitudes ofyoung African-
American males that can be attributed to Afrocentric values and ethnic identity?
DrugAttitudes
An initial issue is related to the presence of drug attitudes variance within the
sample. Because previous research indicated that there were significant relationships
between Africentric values, ethnic identity, racial identity, and drug attitudes this
researcher expected to find Afrocentric values and ethnic identity to be significantly
related to the drug attitudes among the sample for this study (Belgrave, et al., 1994;
Belgrave, et al., 2000; Townsend, 2000). An unanticipated rinding was discovered in
terms ofthe lack ofvariance among the sample regarding drug attitudes. Most ofthe
respondents indicated that using drugs was wrong for someone their age. This suggests
most ofthe youth had a healthy attitude toward drug use or, in other words, they thought
such usage for someone their age is wrong. There are three proposed reasons for these
findings.
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First, the homogenous nature ofthis population as it relates to socioeconomic
level and family structure may have restricted the variance that would have been found in
a more diverse population. The second reason is connected to the first in that the sample
size may have restricted the amount ofvariance that may exist even in such a
homogenous group. Most ofthe previous research that utilized a similar research design
found more statistically significant correlations among variables with larger sample sizes.
Third, the finding mat there is a lack ofvariance in the dispersion data for the
dependent variable drug attitudes is consistent with research findings showing that
African-American children between the ages of 9 and 12 are among the lowest level of
drug users (SAMHSA,2000). The highest levels ofvariance found in this sample
correlates with the older participants. This is particularly true ofthe 11- and 12-year-olds
as it relates to alcohol, cigarettes, and marijuana. This also appears to be consistent with
previous research mat shows children being more at risk of developing an unhealthy drug
attitude as they age (Belgrave et al., 2000).
It was also found that among the four types of drugs about which attitudes were
examined—(1) alcohol, (2) cigarettes, (3) marijuana, and (4) the grouping ofLSD,
cocaine, amphetamines, and the like—there was more congruence with the fourth being
"very wrong." Ninety-five percent ofthe young African-American males in the sample
indicated using the grouping of drugs in Item 4 ofthe Favorable Attitudes Toward Drug
Use Scale was "very wrong." This suggests social workers should develop survey
instruments, at least for similar populations, that will rely more heavily on collecting data
about risk related to their usage of alcohol, cigarettes, and marijuana.
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Afrocentric Values and Ethnic Identity
It was hypothesized that there would be a statistically significant correlation
between the Afrocentric values and the drug attitudes ofthe sample's young African-
American males. According to the literature, these cultural variables had been found to
be associated with the attitudes young African-American males hold regarding drug
usage (Belgrave et al., 1994; Belgrave et al., 2000; Burlew et al.t 2000; Townsend et al.,
2000). However, in this study neither Afrocentric values nor ethnic identity was
significantly correlated with drug attitudes. One explanation for findings different from
some previous studies in the literature may be the sampling procedures utilized in this
study. The purposive sample was characteristically homogenous. Sample size also may
have also limited statistical power.
Although the correlations ofAfrocentric values and ethnic identity with drug
attitudes were not significant, the Afrocentric component spirituality, when treated as a
stand-alone independent variable, was found to be significantly correlated to drug
attitudes. This finding suggests spirituality as a particularly relevant component of
Afrocentric values that warrants independent attention when exploring factors that
influence the development of drug attitudes in populations with characteristics similar to
those in this sample. This finding is consistent with previous research that found
spirituality is related to the development of drug attitudes in African-American youth
(Belgrave et al., 2000). The positive nature ofthe correlation also is consistent with the
previous research that has found a correlation between spirituality and drug attitudes.
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Both studies found that as levels of spirituality increase, the level ofhealthy drug
attitudes increases.
The finding that among the 11- and 12-year-old members (n = 27) spirituality was
a statistically significant correlated with drug attitudes warrants future research. It
appears to suggest developmental differences between the 9- and 10-year olds and the
11- and 12- year-olds in the sample. This finding challenges the assumption that there
would be developmental commonality within the sample. It was also found that among
the 11- and 12-year-old boys, collectivity was negatively correlated with drug attitudes.
In other words the higher the level of collectivity, the lower the level of healthy drug
attitudes. This suggests there may be a characteristic ofthis sub-sample that makes them
particularly vulnerable to peer influences that contribute to an unhealthy attitude toward
drug usage.
Findings of statistically significant correlations between ethnic identity and drug
attitudes as well as Afrocentric values and drug attitudes were found among the youth
with caregivers over age 35 (n = 17). This may suggest differences in socialization
experiences when older caregivers are involved. Follow-up research with a larger sample
size is needed to further exam these relationships. Caution is warranted regarding each
ofthese partial sample findings because small sub-sample sizes limit statistical power.
Predicting Drug Attitudes
Attributing variance to the independent variables is complicated by the small
amount of variance within the dependent variable, drug attitudes. However, the analysis
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appears to suggest a greater predictor potential for spirituality than Afrocentric values,
collectivity, or ethnic identity. The conclusion is tempered by what could be considered
a degree of statistical insignificance at .08. It is worth arguing that for an exploratory
study measuring abstract concepts a significance level of .08 should be considered
acceptable. Nevertheless, it appears that 11 % ofthe variance in drug attitudes was being
explained by spirituality. The potential for spirituality to be effective in prevention
programs for young African-American males appears somewhat supported by these
findings.
Spirituality and Collectivity
A central conceptual issue relates to what appears to be the weak confirmation
that collectivity and spirituality are in fact related as part ofthe larger concept of
Afrocentric values as articulated by Afrocentric scholars (Asante, 1998; Akbar, 1991;
Kambon,1992; Karenga, 1996; Nobles, 1984; Oliver, 1989; Schiele, 2000). The
quantitative data provided virtually no support for a theoretical approach that involves
combining spirituality and collectivity as two parts of a larger concept ofAfrocentric
values.
While there was significant statistical support that the Afrocentric value
component collectivity, was related to the independent variable ethnic identity, the same
was not found for the other component of Afrocentric values, spirituality. There was also
an inconsequential correlation between spirituality and collectivity for the overall sample.
The lack of correlation of spirituality with collectivity could exemplify a need to give
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additional attention to a spirituality measurement that more accurately captures the
concept as it presents in young African-American male youth. For example, the Jagers
and Mock (1993) instrument might be more valid with more than two items measuring
this concept. One ofthe additional items should also address church attendance. The
"black church" has traditionally been an important vehicle for the expression of
spirituality in the African-American community. This important vehicle for a group
expression of spirituality may contribute to a correlation with collectivity.
Inconsistent findings are not uncommon when examining the conjoint impact of
these cultural variables, hi one study (Jagers & Mock, 1993) among a sample with
similar characteristics, endorsement of an Afrocultural social ethos as compared to
Anglocultural social ethos was associated with lower levels ofunhealthy behaviors such
as aggression and delinquency. However, in a follow-up study by Jagers (1996) the
association was not found. This is significant because as indicated earlier, the
Afrocultural social ethos is almost identical to the Afrocentric conceptual framework in
this study. Both have key component orientations of spirituality and the communalism
and collectivity components are almost identical. Again, researchers that had expected
correlations between these cultural components and unhealthy behavior in African-
American youth have observed inconsistent findings (Jagers, 1996; Belgrave et. al,
1994). Researchers that continue to explore the conjoint impact ofthese cultural
components may need to investigate different ways ofoperationalizing and measuring
these components. If spirituality and collectivity are truly interrelated and indicative of
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an Afrocentric construct or "African centeredness," a correlation with each other and
another Afrocentric cultural variable such as ethnic identity would be expected.
Ethnic Identity and Group Belonging
There was consistently a sense ofethnic pride and group belonging (black people)
evidenced in the responses ofthis sample during the qualitative research component of
this study. The presence ofa sense of belonging to a group was also evident when black
people being negative or "messing up stuff' was discussed. The lack ofresponsiveness
during this discussion by what appeared to be mostly the younger participants might
exemplify an incomplete ethnic identity formation or understanding. It could be related
to the differences in developmental processing between the younger and older study
participants.
Group allegiance as expressed in the focus groups themes suggests the need for
more critical examination ofwhat "the group" means to young African-American males.
The majority ofthis sub-sample indicated that to "hang out" with their peers was more
important than individual activities. This may be relevant for future quantitative and
qualitative research designs that explore concepts like collectivity and spirituality. It also
appeared that demographic characteristics of family structure and environmental
restrictions ofthe neighborhood limit the opportunities for these boys to interact together.
These factors, along with the large number of single-female-only caregivers may have
contributed to the enhanced importance ofmale peer interactions.
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Hanging out with friends did not universally translate into looking out for friends.
This could be related to differences in developmental stages. Family relationships may
remain more important to the younger children in the sample, as compared to the older
children who were at a different developmental stage and more interested in peer
relationships (Erikson, 1968). This appears associated with how individual experiences
impact concepts such as collectivity.
The uniformity observed in response to the importance ofblack people looking
out for each other suggests another example ofa sense ofbelonging indicative of ethnic
identity. It also appeared to suggest, that examples oftraditional strengths that have been
promoted by Afrocentrist theorists are still evident today (Asante, 1998; Nobles &
Goddard, 1992; Schiele, 2000). Respondents were aware of the past importance ofthe
black helping tradition and its relevance to their survival today to combat racism and
oppression.
Limitations ofthe Study
First, this research area has not received a lot of empirical attention due in part to
the difficulty involved in studying abstract cultural concepts and the attitudes ofyouth.
The dynamic nature ofhuman developmental processes as it relates to abstract concepts
such as culture and attitudes can be difficult to measure. The accuracy ofthe instrument
utilized in this study to measure spirituality may exemplify this difficulty. Although
efforts were taken by the researchers to ensure valid standardized instruments were
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utilized as it relates to collectivity and spirituality, further research is needed. This is
particularly true with samples that include young, poor African Americans.
Secondly, this study was designed to be an exploratory analysis ofthe influence of
cultural values and the drug attitudes of "at-risk" young African-American males. The
homogeneous characteristics ofthe sample, while important for learning about the young
people in the sample, limits the generalizability ofthe results to people outside the
sample.
Thirdly, the sample size is a factor that may also limit the generalizibility ofthe
study's findings. The statistical significance ofthe study's quantitative analysis,
particularly regression, may have been impacted by a small sample size that limited
statistical power. The strongest Pearson r correlations were weak or moderate
relationships.
Finally, the limited content ofthe qualitative research focus groups restricted
knowledge about spirituality that could have come directly from respondents. Again, the
difficulty of engaging youth that may have diverse attention spans, intellect, and
communication ranges impacted the effectiveness ofthe focus groups.
Summary and Implications
The findings of this study have several implications for the social work field.
First, the findings that suggest spirituality is related to drug attitudes and that
spirituality is potentially a predictor of drug attitudes, supports the need for more research
that examines these variables. Quantitative research would be helpful, but a more
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expansive qualitative research design may be more beneficial due to the abstract
characteristics ofthese cultural variables (Reese et al., 1998). The findings related to the
11- and 12- year-old sample members appear to suggest future researchers should
consider a focus on 11-, 12- and maybe 13-year-old African-American youth when
examining spirituality and similar abstract cultural concepts. These youth maybe
developmentally different than those youth who are 9 and 10 years of age.
Secondly, it may be beneficial to promote positive Afrocentric values and ethnic
identity acquisition by incorporating African-styled rite ofpassage ceremonies into the
socialization ofAfrican-American male youth. Evaluating socialization efforts could
help further understanding regarding these variables and the socialization African-
American male youth. The possibility that unhealthy drug attitudes is related to negative
male peer contact has implications for prevention programs that can include Afrocentric
concepts and ethnic identity themes via positive socialization experiences.
Thirdly, risk related to fewer "hands-on" opportunities (CASA, 2001) for single
female parents and environmental risks related to drug crime, appear to highlight the
importance of advocating for public policies that contribute to positive male socialization
opportunities for male African-American youth. Stevenson (1994) has identified racism
protection, proactive empowerment, and adaptive capacity building as three themes
positive role models share with African-American youth during their socialization.
In conclusion, while spirituality and prevention efforts are suggested by this
study's findings, care should be taken to replicate the validity ofthese findings and widen
their relevancy for this population. If validated, incorporating spirituality as part the
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socialization opportunities available for young African-American youth could contribute
to a highlighting of related cultural strengths that enhance healthy development. The
enhancement ofthis healthy development may eventually contribute to less illness and
crime in the African-American community as African-American males are more




School of Social Work
Agreement to Participate in a Research Study
"An Exploratory Analysis ofthe Influence of Afrocentric Values and Ethnic Identity on
the Drug Attitudes ofYoung African-American Male Youth"
I, , state that I am the parent/legal
guardian of , and I agree for myselfand my child to participate in
this research study. I am over twenty one years of age.
The purpose ofthis study is to learn what African-American boys between 9 and
12 years of age think about African-American values, themselves and drug usage and
selling in the African-American community. Participation in this study will involve an
interview where questions about African-American family values will be asked. The
questionnaire will ask questions regarding my family structure, values, identity and my
child's attitude about the usage and selling of drugs in the African-American community.
I have read the questions that will be asked or they have been read to me. I have been
invited to call the researcher on this study (Gregory Washington) at 404/401-7642, if I
have questions or need help with any reaction to the questions that may be asked.
No one will be tape recorded or video recorded. I understand the African-
American boy and parent/legal guardian are being asked to participate and will receive
$10 each for participation. I understand that I am free to participate or not. If I or my son
decides not to participate nothing bad will happen to us as a result. I understand that if I
feel uncomfortable, I may stop participation at any time and still be paid. I understand
that all the information gathered will be kept confidential and no one will know what we
said. Names will never be revealed publicly and the researcher (Gregory Washington)
will keep consents locked away from all other persons.
I know that participation in this study will not directly benefit me in any way
although I am being paid for my time. The results obtained will be used to support future
drug prevention efforts in the African-American community.
Is , acknowledge that the risks
involved and the purpose ofthe research has been explained and any questions which I
may have concerning the procedures to be followed have been answered. I understand








DIRECTIONS: These questions are to help the researcher understand the characteristics
of the individuals participating in this study. They will not be shared in a way that
identifies you.
Please answer as honestly as possible.
1. Age
2. Sex
3. How many children do you have living with you?
4. How many are boys? What are their ages?
5. What are the girls ages?
6. How often do the boys see their father?
Daily Weekly Monthly Every 3 Months Every 6 months
Yearly
Never
7. If the boys don't see their father often is there another male role model that they see
often?
YES NO
8. If yes what is his relationship to your boy(s)?
9. How often do the boys see this male role model?
Daily Weekly Monthly Every 3 months 6months Yearly
More
10. Please circle the number of years of education you have completed
12 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20+
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11. Please check the line next to your annual income range.
0-$9,900 $10,000-19,000 $20,000-29,000 $30,000-39,000
41,000+
12. Is it important mat your children know about African-American history?
13. Is it important for your children to protect the African- American community?
14. Is it important for your children to believe in God ?
APPENDIX III
FAVORABLE ATTITUDES TOWARD DRUG USE SCALE
Direction: Please carefully read each question and circle your response.
1. How wrong do you think it is for someone your age to drink beer, wine, or hard liquor?
(For example vodka, whiskey, or gin)
Very wrong Wrong A little bit wrong Not wrong at all
2. How wrong do you think it is for someone your age to smoke cigarettes?
Very wrong Wrong A little bit wrong Not wrong at all
3. How wrong do you think it is for someone your age to smoke marijuana?
Very wrong Wrong A little bit wrong Not wrong at all
4. How wrong do you think it is for someone your age to use LSD, cocaine,
amphetamines or another illegal drug?
Very wrong Wrong A little bit wrong Not wrong at all
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APPENDIX IV
CULTURAL QUESTIONNAIRE FOR CHILDREN
COMMUNALISM VIGNETTE ONE
Directions: On the following pages are descriptions ofhow some people think and feel.
Listen to each of the descriptions to see how much you think these people are like your
Mends, your family or like you. We also want to know how you feel about the person
being described. For each question circle the number that which best represents your
views and feelings.
Carl likes to be around, and spend time with other people. Carl enjoys activities that he





























































CULTURAL QUESTIONNAIRE FOR CHILDREN
COMMUNALISM VIGNETTE TWO
Candace likes spending time with her family and friends even if it's doing things for
them. Candace does not mind using her time or energy to help others, because she knows


















































CULTURAL QUESTIONNAIRE FOR CHILDREN
COMMUNALISM VIGNETTE THREE
Rashid feels close to his family, friends and the people in his community. He believes
that he represents them and they represent him. He feels that he should always do his

















































CULTURAL QUESTIONNAIRE FOR CHILDREN
ORIGINAL SPIRITUALITY VIGNETTE
Fred believes very strongly in God. He thinks people and all things are made by God and
therefore have God in them. Because all things have a spiritual quality, Fred tries to

































3) Fred is me.
12 3 4
not at all not much somewhat very much
like like like like













MULTIGROUP ETHNIC IDENTITY MEASURE
In this country, people come from a lot of different cultures and there are many different
words to describe the different backgrounds or ethnic groups that people come from.
Some examples of the names of the ethnic groups are Mexican -American, Hispanic,
Black, Asian American, American Indian, Anglo-American, African American and
White. Every person is born into an ethnic group, or sometimes two groups, but people
differ on how on how important ethnicity is to them, how they feel about it, and how
much their behaviors is affected by it. These questions are about your ethnicity and your
ethnic group and how you feel about it or react to it.
Please fill in:
In terms of ethnic group, I consider myself to be which ofthe
following. Mexican -American, Hispanic, Black, Asian American, American Indian,
Anglo-American, African American or White
Use the numbers given below to indicate how much you agree or disagree with each
statement:
1: Strongly 2: Somewhat 3: Somewhat 4: Strongly
disagree disagree agree agree
1. I have spent time trying to find out more about my own
ethnic group, such as history, traditions, and customs.
2. I am active in organizations or social groups that include
mostly members ofmy own ethnic group.
3. I have a clear sense ofmy own ethnic background and what
it means to me.
4. I like meeting and getting to know people from ethnic groups
other than my own.
5. I think a lot about how my life will be affected by my ethnic
group membership.
6. I am happy that I am a member of the ethnic group I belong to.
7. I sometimes feel it would be better if different ethnic groups
didn't try to mix together.
8. I am not very clear about the role my ethnicity plays in my life.
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1: Strongly 2: Somewhat 3: Somewhat 4: Strongly
disagree disagree agree agree
9. I often spend time with people from ethnic groups other than
my own.
10.1 really have not spent much time trying to learn more about
the culture and history ofmy ethnic group.
11.1 have a strong sense ofbelonging to my own ethnic group.
12.1 understand pretty well what my ethnic group membership
means to me, in terms ofhow to relate to my own group and
other groups.
13. In order to learn more about my ethnic background, I have
often talked to other people about my ethnic group.
14.1 have a lot ofpride in my ethnic group and its
accomplishments.
15.1 don't try to become friends with people from other
ethnic groups.
16.1 participate in cultural practices ofmy own group, such
as special food, music or customs.
17.1 am involved in activities with people from other
ethnic groups.
18.1 feel strong attachment towards my own ethnic group.
19.1 enjoy being around people from ethnic groups other
than my own.
20.1 feel good about my culture or ethnic background.
Write in the number that gives the best answer to each question.
21. My ethnicity is
(1) Asian, Asian American, or Oriental
(2) Black or African American
(3) Hispanic or Latino
(4) White, Caucasian, European, not Hispanic
(5) American Indian
(6) Mixed; parents are from two different groups
(7) Other (write in):
22. My father's ethnicity is (use the numbers above)
23. My mother's ethnicity is (use the numbers above)
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